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Table 1. Subject responses for each knowledge statement (%) (n=193)
True False  Don’t know
Transmission
1. Hepatitis B can be spread by eating food prepared by an infected person 20.7 58.0 21.2
2. Hepatitis B can be spread by eating food pre-chewed by an infected person 63.7 18.7 17.6
3. Hepatitis B can be spread by coughing. 63.7 20.7 15.5
4. Hepatitis B can be spread by holding hands. 5.2 85.0 9.8
5. Hepatitis B can be spread during sexual intercourse. 63.2 16.1 20.7
6. Hepatitis B can be spread during childbirth. 78.2 6.7 15.0
7. Hepatitis B can be spread by sharing toothbrush. 60.1 19.7 20.2
8. Hepatitis B can be spread by sharing razors. 54.9 23.8 21.2
9. Hepatitis B can be spread by lancet therapy. 86.5 2.1 1.4
Spreadability
10. Hepatitis B is more easily spread than AIDS. 62.7 5.2 32.1
Healthy carrier
11. Hepatitis B can be spread by someone who looks and feels healthy. 88.6 0.5 10.9
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Table 2. Responses of 1st and 2nd grade dental hygiene students for each knowledge statement (%)
(n=193)

1stgrade  2nd grade

Transmission

1. Hepatitis B can be spread by eating food prepared by an infected person 56.6 60.6
2. Hepatitis B can be spread by eating food pre-chewed by an infected person 60.7 69.0
3. Hepatitis B can be spread by coughing. 17.2 26.8
4. Hepatitis B can be spread by holding hands. 81.1 91.5
5. Hepatitis B can be spread during sexual intercourse”. 57.4 73.2
6. Hepatitis B can be spread during childbirth™. 73.8 85.9
7. Hepatitis B can be spread by sharing toothbrush”. 54.1 70.4
8. Hepatitis B can be spread by sharing razors®. 48.4 66.2
9. Hepatitis B can be spread by lancet therapy®. 82.8 93.0
Spreadability
10. Hepatitis B is more easily spread than AIDS™. 54.9 76.1
Healthy carrier
11. Hepatitis B can be spread by someone who looks and feels healthy. 86.9 91.5
*p<0.05

Table 3. Mean scores of 1st and 2nd grade dental hygiene students on knowledge of hepatitis B

Grade n Mean+D p-value
Ist grade 122 61.3122.41
2nd grade 71 73.1£18.27

0.015
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Table 4. Demographic variables associated with knowledge of hepatitisB (n=193)

Variable n Mean=+SD p-value

Father's education (year)

<12 152 66.75+20.56 0.438
>12 35 63.64124.45

Mother’s education (year)

<12 175 66.131+21.41 0.927
>12 14 65.58+19.91

Income (10,000won/month)

<200 43 67.441+20.25 0.266
200~299 39 63.64121.47

300~399 53 62.611+24.16

>400 47 70.41£18.91
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Abstract

Knowledge about hepatitis B
among dental hygiene students in one college

Ji-Hye Park, Hye-Young Kim*, Hyeon-Sook Kwun
Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Masan University
'Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Dongeui University

Key words : dental hygiene students, hepatitis B, knowledge

The purpose of this study was to evaluate knowledge and differences about hepatitis B among
dental hygiene students in Masan university. The study surveyed by means of self-administered
questionnaire consisted 193 of them. The converted score of knowledge of hepatitis B among 1st and
2nd grade students was 61.3(x22.4) and 73.1(x18.3) point respectively if 100 point for all statements
were correctly answered. They have a good understanding of knowledge of hepatitis B except air
bone infection and transmission by fomites. There is no differences of knowledge about hepatitis B
according to socio-economic factor like father’s education, mother’s education and income. In con-

clusion, dental hygiene students should be educated more about hepatitis B.
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