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Abstract : This study was conducted in order to investigate prevalence of musculoskeletal disorderstMSDs) for
farmers. The study was based on self-reporting questionnaire. The MSDs prevalence was ascertained by using three
criteria, which are known as NIOSH criteria 1, 2 and 3. The results showed that the prevalences of MSDs in at least
one body site by criteria 1, 2 and 3 were 96.4%, 66.7% and 26.2%, respectively. The MSDs prevalences for the
shoulder by criterion 1 was the highest, followed by the lower back, neck, while the rates for the hip, feet and
fingers were relatively low. Farmers' age, types of corps, working hours/day, length of service and length of service
in current corps were not significant on the MSDs prevalences, except that types of corps and length of service in
current corps were significant on the MSDs prevalences by criterion 2(p<0.10). Compared to other industries including
motor, ship building, subway maintenance, dentists and nurses, the MSD prevalences for farmers were higher. This
may be because farmers are much older than employees in other industries, and because farming is more stressful.
Key Words : musculoskeletal disorders, MSDs, symptom, farmer
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Table 1. Demographic information of participants
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Table 2, Musculoskeletal symptom rates by body parts
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