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ABSTRACT

Although the majority of elderly are residentially stable, many western studies have
recently reported that there has been a gradual growth of retirement migration. However,
little is known about that in Korea. Therefore, this study intended to examine the trend and
nature of elderly migration. For this purpose, inter- and intra-province migration among the
aged 65 and over were analyzed, using the migration data of the Korea National Statistical
Office, compiled from the 2000 and 2006 resident registration records. The results were as
follows. First, there was an increase of elderly migrants to 531 thousand persons in 2006
from 383 thousand persons in 2000. Secondly, the migration rate of elderly has steadily
grown with a 11.7% in 2000 and 12% in 2006. Also, the move of female among old
population was active but this trend tended to decrease in 2006. Thirdly, the number of
provinces which showed a positive net inter-province migration of old population increased
from 7 provinces in 2000 to 8 provinces in 2006. Fourthly, we found that the destinations
of elderly migrants were mostly neighboring province except the Chungnam, Jeonbuk, and
Jeju. These results suggested that elderly migration would be expected to increase gradually
and be important in the future of Korea.
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Fig. 1. Data Selection

Fig. 2. Data Processing
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Table 1. Intra- and inter-province migration of aged vs. total population

(person, %)
2000(A) migrants % 2006(B) migrants % (B-A) (B-A)/A
Total 383,900 100.0 531,989 100.0 148,089 38.6
65+ Aged .
. Intra-province 240,399 62.6 336,147 632 95,748 39.8
population
Inter-province 143,501 374 195,842 36.8 52,341 36.5
Total 9,009,441 100.0 9,342,074 100.0 332,633 3.7
Total
o Intra-province 6163610  68.4 6,395,405 685 231,795 38
population
Inter-province 2,845,831 31.6 2,946,669 315 100,838 35
(aged migrantsftotal migrants)*100 4.26 5.69 1.43%p
Table 2. Migration rate and sex ratio of aged vs. total migration
(%)

65+ Aged population

Total population

Year total migration  intra-province  inter-province  total migration  intra-province  inter-province
M S M S M S M S M S M S

2000 11.7 48.7 7.3 48.1 44 49.8 190 987 13.0 97.8 6.0 1007

2006 120 525 7.6 53.1 4.4 51.4 19.1 99.4 13.1 98.5 6.0 1013

M(migration rate) : (migrantsftotal population)x100

S(sex ratio of migrants)

: male migrants per 100 persons of female migrants
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Table 3. In-, out-, net migration of inter-province migrants by region

(person)
65+ Aged migrants Total migrants
Year Region . net migration- . net migration
in- out- . in- out .
(in - out) (in - out)

Total 143,501 143,501 0 2,845,831 2,845,831 0
Seoul 30,155 36,080 -5,925 636,978 683,917 -46,939
Busan 7,132 7,904 =772 129,904 173,598 -43,694
Daegu 5,623 5,656 -33 110,137 113,489 -3,352
Incheon 8,263 7,362 901 173,216 160,051 13,165
Gwangju 5,522 5,484 38 102,574 102,588 -14
Deajeon 4,760 4,187 573 100,713 92,137 8,576
Ulsan 2,452 1,874 578 50,831 47,615 3,216

2000 Gyenggi 36,201 27,416 8,785 758,171 574,145 184,026
Gangwon 4,071 4,231 -160 84,353 95,487 -11,134
Chungbuk 4,150 4,077 73 78,171 82,575 -4,404
Chungnam 6,637 6,986 -349 119,206 126,948 -7,742
Jeonbuk 5,079 6,193 -1,114 82,574 104,164 -21,590
Jeonnam 8,345 9,449 -1,104 130,945 164,483 -33,538
Gyeongbuk 7,672 8,815 ~-1,143 133,094 158,800 -25,706
Gyeongnam 6,747 7,097 -350 134,083 142,595 -8,512
Jeju 692 690 2 20,881 23,239 -2,358
Total 195,842 195,842 0 2,946,669 2,946,669 0
Seoul 40,332 46,541 -5,709 652,799 689,350 -36,551
Busan 8,865 9,724 -859 131,332 166,018 -34,686
Daegu 6,832 7,965 -1,133 102,448 128,107 -25,659
Incheon 11,301 9,709 1,592 175,529 165,911 9,618
Gwangju 6,963 6,591 372 93,947 96,677 -2,730
Deajeon 5,949 5,664 285 98,073 95,758 2,315
Ulsan 3,527 2,990 537 51,446 53,857 -2,411

2006 Gyenggi 52,108 42415 9,693 810,616 671,983 138,633
Gangwon 5,888 6,065 -177 84,274 93,834 -9,560
Chungbuk 5,872 5,680 192 85,195 83,445 1,750
Chungnam 9,857 10,034 -177 145,292 138,237 7,055
Jeonbuk 6,592 7,994 -1,402 79,026 98,188 -19,162
Jeonnam 9,970 12,430 -2,460 111,354 136,039 -24,685
Gyeongbuk 10,631 11,662 -1,031 152,921 156,240 3,319
Gyeongnam 9,633 9,434 199 150,257 148,963 1,294
Jeju 1,022 944 78 22,160 24,062 -1,902
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Table 4. Origin distribution of inter-province migrants by region
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(person)
L. 65+ Aged migrants Total migrants
Year  Destination
in-migrants  Ist 2nd 3th 4th  5th  in-migrants 1st 2nd 3th  4th  5th
Total 143,501 S GG GB JN BS 284581 S GG BS N IC
Seoul 30,155 GG N GB GW GN 636978 GG IC IN JB BS
Busan 7,132 S GN GG GB IN 129904 GN S GG GB US
Daegu 5,623 GB S GG OGN BS 110,137 GB § GN GG BS
Incheon 8263 GG S IN GW CN 173216 GG S CN IN GW
Gwangju 5,522 S GG IN JB BS 102574 N S GG B IC
Deajeon 4760 GG S CN GB IN 100,713 CN GG S CB B
Ulsan 2,452 N GB GN GG BS 50,831 BS GN GB S GG
2000 Gyenggi 36,201 S JN GW GB CN 758,171 S IC CN GW IN
Gangwon 4071 GG S GB IC BS 84353 GG S IC CB GB
Chungbuk 4,150 GG S GB CN GW 78,171 GG S DI CN GW
Chungnam 6,637 S GG IC B IN 119206 GG S DI IC CB
Jeonbuk 5,079 S CB GG IC GB 82574 S GG IN G CN
Jeonnam 8,345 S GG BS JB OGN 130945 GI S GG 1B BS
Gyeongbuk 7,672 S GG BS GN DG 1330944 S GG BS GN US
Gyeongnam 6,747 S BS GG GB IN 134083 BS S GG GB DG
Jeju 692 S GG BS IN GN 2081 S GG BS GN N
Total 195,842 S GG IN GB BS 2946669 S GG BS IC GB
Seoul 408322 GG IC IN B CN 652,799 GG IC CN BS GW
Busan 8865 GN S GG GB US 131332 GN § GG US GB
Daegu 6,832 GB S GN GG BS 102448 GB GN GG S BS
Incheon 11,301 GG S CN N B 175,529 GG S CN GW 1B
Gwangju 6,963 N S GG B IC 93947 IN GG S B IC
Deajeon 5099 CN S§ GG CB 1B 98,073 CN GG S CB 1B
Ulsan 3527 BS GB GN S GG 51446 BS GB GN S GG
2006 Gyenggi 52,108 N IC CN GW IN 810,616 S IC CN GW B
Gangwon 5888 GG S IC GB CB 84274 GG S IC CB GB
Chungbuk 5872 GG S DI CN GW 85,195 GG S DI CN GW
Chungnam 9857 GG S DI IC CB 145292 GG S DI IC CB
Jeonbuk 6,592 S GG N GI CN 79,026 GG S IN GI CN
Jeonnam 9970 GJ S GB GG 1B 111,354 GI GG S JB GN
Gyeongbuk 10631 DG S GG BS GN 152921 DG GG S BS GN
Gyeongnam 9633 BS GG S GB DG 150257 BS GG S§ DG GB
Jeju 1,022 S GG BS IN IC 22160 S GG BS GN IC

* Seoul(S), Busan(BS), Daegu(DG), Incheon(IC), Gwangju(GJ), Deajeon(DJ), Ulsan(US), Gyenggi(GG), Gangwon(GW),
Chungbuk(CB), Chungnam(CN), Jeonbuk(JB), Jeonnam(JN), Gyeongbuk(GB), Gyeongnam(GN), Jeju(J)
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Table 5. Destination distribution of inter-province migrants by region

(person)
. 65+ Aged migrants Total migrants

Year Origin
out-migrants Ist 2nd 3th  4th  5th  out-migrants Ist 2nd 3th 4th  5th
Total 143501 GG S IN IC GB 2,845831 GG S IC GN GB
Seoul 36080 GG IC N JB CN 683917 GG IC CN IN GW
Busan 7904 GN S GG GB US 173598 GN S GG US GB
Daegu 5656 GB S GG GN BS 113489 GB S GG GN BS
Incheon 7362 GG S CN B N 160051 GG S CN GW N
Gwangju 5,484 IN S GG B IC 10258 N S GG B IC
Deajeon 4187 CN S GG CB B 92,137 CN S GG CB B
Ulsan 1,874 BS GB GN GG S 47615 BS GN GB § GG
2000 Gyenggi 27416 S IC CN GW 1B 574145 S IC CN GW CB
Gangwon 4231 GG S CB GB IC 95487 GG S IC CB GB
Chungbuk 4077 GG S DI CN IC 82575 GG S DI CN GW
Chungnam 698 GG S DI IC CB 126948 GG S DI IC CB
Jeonbuk 6193 § GG N DI @I 104164 S GG N G DI
Jeonnam 9449 GJ S GG B IC 164483 GI S GG B IC
Gyeongbuk 8815 DG S GG BS US 158800 DG S GG BS GN
Gyeongnam 7,097 BS S GG DG US 142595 BS S GG GB DG
Jeju 60 S GG BS IC N 23239 S GG BS JN OGN
Total 195,842 S IC GB IN 2,946,669 S IC GB GN
Seoul 46541 GG IC CN IN B 689,350 GG IC CN GW JB
Busan 9724 GN GG S GB US 166018 GN S GG US GB
Daegu 795 GB GG S GN BS 128,107 GB S GG GN BS
Incheon 9709 GG S CN IN B 165911 GG S CN GW CB
Gwangju 6,591 IN S GG B IC 9%,677 - IN § GG JB IC
Deajeon 5664 CN GG S CB 1B 95758 CN GG S CB BB
Ulsan 2999 BS GN GB GG E 53857 BS GN GB S GG
2006 Gyenggi 42415 S IC CN GW B 671983 S IC CN GW CB
Gangwon 6065 GG S IC CB GB 93834 GG S IC CB GB
Chungbuk 5680 GG S DI CN GW 83445 GG S DI CN GW
Chungnam 10,034 GG S DI IC CB 138237 GG S DI CB IC
Jeonbuk 7994 S GG IN GI IC 9,18 GG S CN GI IN
Jeonnam 12,430 @I S GG B IC 136039 GI GG S B IC
Gyeongbuk 11662 DG GG S BS Us 156240 DG GG S GN BS
Gyeongnam 943 BS GG S US DG 148963 BS S GG GB DG
Jeju 944 GG S BS IN IC 24062 S GG BS GN N

* Seoul(S), Busan(BS), Daegu(DG), Incheon(IC), Gwangju(GJ), Deajeon(DJ), Ulsan(US), Gyenggi(GG), Gangwon(GW),
Chungbuk(CB), Chungnam(CN), Jeonbuk(JB), Jeonnam(JN), Gyeongbuk(GB), Gyeongnam(GN), Jeju(J)
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Table 6. Intra-province migration by region

(person)
65+ Aged population Total population
Year Region
total intra-" inter-” total intra-" inter-?
Total 240,399(100.0) 120,668(50.2) 119,731(49.8) 6,163,610(100.0) 3,299,280(53.5) 2,864,330(46.5)
Seoul 57,532(100.0) 24,599(42.8) 32,933(57.2) 1,582,429(100.0) 705,781(44.6)  876,648(55.4)
Busan 19,615(100.0)  7,087(36.1) 12,528(63.9)  466,071(100.0)  183,925(39.5)  282,146(60.5)
Daegu 14,193(100.0)  5,814(41.0)  8,379(59.0)  367,458(100.0) 159,243(43.3)  208,215(56.7)
Incheon 12,932(100.0)  5,908(45.7)  7,024(54.3)  358,102(100.0) 170,161(47.5) 187,941(52.5)
Gwangju 7,762(100.0)  3,328(42.9) 4,434(57.1)  198,924(100.0) 92,582(46.5)  106,342(53.5)
Deajeon 7,575(100.0)  3,226(42.6)  4,349(57.4) 211,847(100.0) 92,251(43.5)  119,596(56.5)
Ulsan 2,875(100.0)  1,351(47.0)  1,524(53.0)  115,859(100.0) 58,355(50.4) 57,504(49.6)
2000 Gyenggi 46,178(100.0)  25,209(54.6) 20,969(45.4) 1,284,156(100.0) 760,797(59.2)  523,359(40.8)
Gangwon 8,194(100.0)  5,662(69.1)  2,532(30.9) 171,050(100.0) 122,083(71.4) 48,967(28.6)
Chungbuk 6,761(100.0)  4,276(63.2) 2,485(36.8)  156,984(100.0) 108,964(69.4) 48,020(30.6)
Chungnam 6,017(100.0)  4,023(66.9)  1,994(33.1)  146,393(100.0)  105,655(72.2) 40,738(27.8)
Jeonbuk 15,071(100.0)  8,758(58.1)  6,313(41.9)  268,054(100.0)  179,686(67.0) 88,368(33.0)
Jeonnam 10,051(100.0)  5916(58.9)  4,135(41.1)  194,566(100.0)  129,317(66.5) 65,249(33.5)
Gyeongbuk 10,647(100.0)  7,041(66.1)  3,606(33.9)  247,544(100.0) 176,848(71.4) 70,696(28.6)
Gyeongnam  12,770(100.0)  7,168(56.1)  5,602(43.9)  329,812(100.0) 212,720(64.5)  117,092(35.5)
Jeju 2,226(100.0)  1,302(58.5) 924(41.5) 64,361(100.0) 40,912(63.6) 23,449(36.4)
Total 336,147(100.0) 177,283(52.7) 158,864(47.3) 6,395,405(100.0) 3,547,116(55.5) 2,848,289(44.5)
Seoul 71,180(100.0) 31,622(44.4) 39,558(55.6) 1,521,108(100.0) 689,769(45.3)  831,339(54.7)
Busan 25,244(100.0)  10,093(40.0) 15,151(60.0)  428,583(100.0) 182,601(42.6) 245,982(57.4)
Daegu 18,770(100.0)  8,613(45.9) 10,157(54.1)  325,969(100.0)  160,586(49.3)  165,383(50.7)
Incheon 17,191(100.0)  8,344(48.5)  8,847(51.5)  347,928(100.0) 180,422(51.9) 167,506(48.1)
Gwangju 11,524(100.0)  5,222(45.3)  6,302(54.7)  207,532(100.0)  104,288(50.3)  103,244(49.7)
Deajeon 9,917(100.0)  4,356(43.9)  5,561(56.1)  196,741(100.0) 88,470(45.0)  108,271(55.0)
Ulsan 4,642(100.0)  2,318(49.9)  2,324(50.1)  122,943(100.0) 64,972(52.8) 57,971(47.2)
2006 Gyenggi 82,421(100.0) 45,871(55.7) 36,550(44.3) 1,649,025(100.0) 993,502(60.2)  655,523(39.8)
Gangwon 11,114(100.0)  7,979(71.8)  3,135(28.2)  170,234(100.0)  123,916(72.8) 46,318(27.2)
Chungbuk 9,140(100.0)  5,843(63.9)  3,297(36.1)  160,782(100.0)  104,103(64.7) 56,679(35.3)
Chungnam 9,496(100.0)  6,695(70.5)  2,801(29.5)  191,574(100.0)  141,168(73.7) 50,406(26.3)
Jeonbuk 18,352(100.0) 11,221(61.1)  7,131(38.9)  248211(100.0) 169,260(68.2) 78,951(31.8)
Jeonnam 11,658(100.0)  7,211(61.9)  4,447(38.1)  172,922(100.0) 115,937(67.0) 56,985(33.0)
Gyeongbuk 13,968(100.0)  9,449(67.6) 4,519(32.4)  238,565(100.0) 169,701(71.1) 68,864(28.9)
Gyeongnam  18,430(100.0) 10,347(56.1)  8,083(43.9)  346,456(100.0) 211,879(61.2)  134,577(38.8)
Jeju 3,100(100.0)  2,099(67.7)  1,001(32.3) 66,832(100.0) 46,542(69.6) 20,290(30.4)
1) intra- : intra-SIS, GUNS, GUS
2) inter- : inter-SIS, GUNS, GUS

* Seoul(S), Busan(BS), Daegu(DG), Incheon(IC), Gwangju(GJ), Deajeon(DJ), Ulsan(US), Gyenggi(GG), Gangwon(GW),
Chungbuk(CB), Chungnam(CN), Jeonbuk(JB), Jeonnam(JN), Gyeongbuk(GB), Gyeongnam(GN), Jeju(J)
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