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The Effect of Transcutaneous Electrical Nerve Stimulation on Pain and Pulmonary

Function with

Post-lobectomy Patient with Lung Cancer

Jeon, Hyun Rye1 - Park, Jeong Sook?
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Purpose: This study was designed to evaluate the effect of TENS on pain and pulmonary function of post-lobectomy
patients with lung cancer. Methods: The study data collection was done from February 4, 2008 to February 7, 2009. The
subjects were assigned at random to the experimental group and control group with 20 subjects in each group. The
experimental group was measured for pain and pulmonary function after surgery and then again after applying TENS
100 Hz frequency and 40 mA output for 20 minutes. The control group was measured the same as the experimental
group except applying sham TENS. Results: The pain score of the experimental group which had TENS applied
revealed that there were more significant reductions than the control group which had sham TENS applied. There was
no significant difference with the number of times of receiving analgesics between the experimental and control group.
The effect of TENS on pulmonary function was significantly different between the experimental group and the control
group on VC 2 hours after surgery. There was no significant difference between FVC and FEV1. Conclusion: The

findings of the study indicate that the TENS is effective in easing the pain of patients after a lobectomy.
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CH(Table 1).

Table 1. Homogeneity test of pain, VC, FVC and FEVI

between experimental and control groups (N =40)
Exp. (n=20) Cont. (n=20)
Characteristics t p
M+ SD M+ SD
Pain 7.90 £ 1.65 7.65+3.39 0.38 .702
vC 0.76 £0.51 0.50+0.33 2.83 .103
FvC 0.65+0.48 0.60+036 0.12 .722
FEV1 043 £0.31 0.46+0.27 0.10 .746

VC = vital capacity; FVC = forced vital capacity; FEV1 = forced
expiratory volume in 1 second; Exp. = experimental group; Cont.
= control group.
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Table 2. Comparison of pain intensity differences at pre and
post TENS between experimental and control group (N =40)

Exp. (n=20) Cont. (n=20)
Characteristics t )4
M + SD M +SD

Immediately 145+1.09  0.75+2.09 132 .194
after surgery

Aftersurgery 160111 0304086 253 016
2 hours

Aftersurgery 3001150 0204076 360 001
4 hours

Aftersurgery 501060 0.00£056 273 010
6 hours

Aftersurgery 51 088 0154067 361 .001
8 hours

TENS = transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation; Exp. = experi-
mental group; Cont. = control group.

Pain intensity

— Experimental group
--- Control group

A B 2A 2B 4A 4B 6A 6B 8A 8B

A = hr pre transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation; B = hr
post transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation.

Figure 2. The change of Pain intensity according to
postoperative transcutaneous electrical nerve stimula-
tion timing.
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= AT 0.11£0.51, R 0.16+£0.57, <=
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Table 3. Number of times of receiving painkillers between experimental and control group (N =40)
o Experimental group (n=20) Control group (n=20)
Characteristics t p
M+ SD M+ SD
Use of analgesics 1.10+0.85 1.30+0.73 -0.79 431

Table 4. Comparison of VC, FVC and FEV1 differences at pre and post transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation between

experimental and control group (N =40)
Experimental group (n = 20) Control group (n = 20)
Variables P
M £SD M +SD
Vital capacity After surgery 2 hours 1.66 + 1.01 0.96 £0.47 5.68 .024
After surgery 4 hours 0.30+0.36 0.19£0.50 0.53 471
After surgery 6 hours 0.11+0.51 -0.16 £ 0.57 2.09 158
After surgery 8 hours 0.17+0.41 0.02£0.70 0.56 458
Forced vital capacity After surgery 2 hours 0.07+0.51 0.06 £0.47 0.00 961
After surgery 4 hours 0.14+0.36 0.02 £0.60 0.50 483
After surgery 6 hours 0.22+0.52 0.18 £0.50 0.06 97
After surgery 8 hours 0.07+0.25 0.12+0.52 0.13 718
Forced expiratory After surgery 2 hours 3.59 + 14.57 0.04 +0.31 0.86 371
volume in 1 second After surgery 4 hours 1.97+7.92 0.02 +0.55 0.83 367
After surgery 6 hours 0.26+0.43 0.12+£0.33 1.06 310
After surgery 8 hours 0.03+0.23 0.07+0.33 0.16 692
vC FVC
1.10
1.00 ~ 1.00
0.90
0.80
0.80
0.70
0.60 -
.. ,“ 0.60
"".‘ — Experimental group — Experimental group
0.40- --- Control group 0.50 4 --- Control group

T T T T T T T T

2A 2B 4A 4B 6A 6B 8A 8B

VC = vital capacity; A = hr pre transcutaneous electrical nerve
stimulation; B = hr post transcutaneous electrical nerve stimula-
tion.

Figure 3. The change of VC according to postoperative
transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation timing.

T T T T T T T T

2 2B 4A 4B 6A 6B 8A 8B

FVC = forced vital capacity; A =hr pre transcutaneous elec-
trical nerve stimulation; B = hr post transcutaneous electrical
nerve stimulation.

Figure 4. The change of FVC according to postopera-
tive transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation timing.
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TENS 4g-417]0] w2 Qi y|epe] Wake
Figure 59} ek, the] 4ol Alzbol wh wia}
U TENS 2§ 259 Wbt Aol glglo A
of ol 4% F 2417k 4417kl TENS Fof
Hoh Qxwey B Fo] FSIEOY 24 F 64
2k, 8AIZkoll= TENS 2 F Apol7} mlulsh 202 Lheh
stk

Iv. = 9
Nges FHANE she sEolER F50°] At
A FTor 8 257 dESY fEF lenR
Fa A5RE F5Uds s & sfofor g
o & AdTe eSS WddAE s i
SR Ay A7AAAT0l e & S5 d7lsol
A s B qPEskaA AlRE Slch

5.00 4

4.00 ~

3.00 4

2.00 4

— Experimental group
--- Control group

1.00

0.00

2A 2B 4A 4B 6A 6B 8A &B

FEV1 = forced expiratory volume in Isecond; A = hr pre trans-
cutaneous electrical nerve stimulation; B =hr post transcu-
taneous electrical nerve stimulation.

Figure 5. The change of FEV1 according to postopera-
tive transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation timing.
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