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Content Analysis of Experience of Nursing Students in Clinical Judgment during
Nursing Practicum

Suh, Yeon ok’ - Ahn, Yang Heuiz-Park, Kyung Sook®

"Professor, Department of Nursing, Soonchunhyang University, 2Professor, Department of Nursing, College of Medicine,
Yonsei University Wonju, 3Professor, Department of Nursing, Chung-Ang University

Purpose: To describe the lived experience of nursing students when faced with clinical judgment in a nursing
practicum at the hospital. Methods: A descriptive research design was utilized. Participants were 79 students in
the clinical practicum. Participant consent was obtained for ethical protection. Data were collected from August to
December 2007 using a semi-structured questionnaire. Content analysis was utilized for data analysis. Results: Two
categories and 5 themes were extracted from the data for 'difficult’ and 'easy' clinical judgments. For the student
category, the two themes were ‘knowledge’ and 'skill’, while the three themes for the clinical education environment
category were, ‘'judgment of clinical symptoms and signs', 'differences between theory and practice' and 'human
relationships'. For coping, 2 categories and 5 themes were extracted for the difficult clinical judgment situation, while
one category and one theme were found for the easy clinical judgment situation. Conclusion: To develop students'
clinical judgment, there is need to develop the method of clinical skills using simulation in clinical teaching. For
future research, a study on factors affecting clinical judgment of nursing students in hospitals is needed.

Key Words : Judgment, Practice, Nursing student
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Table 1. Difficult situations for clinical judgement
Category Theme Sub-theme Significant statement n %
Question about - Be questioned by patients or their families in a
patients status, situation that students does not recognized the 21 26.9
process of treatment, patient's condition such as discharge, diet, ’
disease exercise, amount of fluid intake, and vital sign
- Knowledge deficit such as explanation of blood
Lack of knowledge pressure, position change, drugs, and emergency 7 8.9
danf)vyledge room
eticit .
No opportunity to . 2
PP ¥ - No opportunity to learn 2.6
learn
Lack of judgement . Dec‘is‘ion on the ordeF of priority such as 2 26
decision about complications
Lack of information . Unable t.O help patients because of lack of 1 13
Students information
tudents .
. . - Demand for urgent care when the student is
view Simultaneous need . . - 1 1.3
taking vital signs
. - Assessment of critical care patients such as
Assessment of critical . . .
. unconsciousness, rapid change to worse condition, 4 5.1
care patients .
paraplegia
Lack of - Difficulty in communicating with elders and
Lack of .. . . 4 5.1
e communication skills children
clinical Avplicati ;
competency pphication ot - Lack of clinical practice such as skin test,
therapeutic nursing L . 3 3.8
. catheterization, auscultation
skills
Lack of clinical . .
- Make a mistake in measurement 1 1.3
competency
Care of unconscious . .
. - Assessment of unconscious patients 1 1.3
patients
Judgement about .. . . ..
& - Recognizing patients' discomfort such as position
symptom that students . . . . 6 7.7
change with traction, vomiting, dizziness
cannot observe
Judgement in .. .
d ¢ discgrimination - Recognizing difference between normal and
f]u gement 0 abnormal such as lab test, chilling and 4 5.1
internal between normal and
.. temperature, blood pressure
symptoms abnormal condition
Pain of patients with .. .. .
. . - Recognizing origin of pain 4 5.1
internal diseases g g ong p
] Patients with - Differentiating range of vital signs in compared 1 13
Edu‘catlonal abnormal conditions with normal range ’
environ- :
Refuse of nursin; . . . .
mental care g - Patients and caregivers refusing nursing care 5 6.4
aspect N i 3
oncooperation m - Caregivers refusing treatment 1 1.3
3 treatments
Noncooperative Limitati
relationships tmitation as a - Set limit to as a student 4 5.1
student
Distrust of the o
. - Not to be trusted such as monitoring blood
clinical performance 2 2.6
o glucose and blood pressure
ability
Discrepancy in - Different nursing instruction between staff nurse
Gap between L . 2 2.6
nursing instruction and charge nurse
theory and Gap betw h
; ap between theo . .. .
practice P . y - Difference between theory and clinical practice 2 2.6
and practice
5 20 Total 78 100.0
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Table 2. Easy situations for clinical judgement
Category Theme Sub-theme Significant statement n %
- Application of basic nursing care such as vital
Application of basic signs, ice bag, position change, suction, 1 444
nursing care tracheostomy care, intake & output, monitoring ’
blood glucose, IV, enema and nelaton, etc
- Patient education such as urine bag, caregiver
, Learned . . . . ..
Students' clinical Patient education education, medication, position change, and oral 6 8.3
view care
competency
Make gO.Od. - Communicating with patients and health providers 2 2.8
communication
Patients who are alert - Nursing care of patients who are alert 1 1.4
Emotional support - Providing emotional support 1 1.4
- Adequate knowledge of nursing such as
Having knowledge distinguishing infection sites, blood glucose, and 6 8.3
vital signs
Learned Experienced nursin
nursing Xper g - Go through a repeat practice 2 2.8
situation
knowledge
Judgement about e
- Distinguishing between normal and abnormal
normal and abnormal . . 1 1.4
. results such as vital signs, blood glucose
. conditions
Educational
mental Judgement of prablem such o fracure, dorasion, bum, fl 7 97
Judgement of observable symptom P . ? ? ? ’
aspect internal down, traction, cast
symptoms H H
Palp of surgical - Assessing pain 1 1.4
patient
Noncooperative  Coincidence of theory - Finding that theory coincides Wlth. pra‘ctlce
. . . (post-thoracotomy care, dramatic situation, learned 9 12.5
relationships and practice .
about disease from textbook)
Gap between Cooperation of
theory and P - Cooperate with patients and caregivers 4 5.6
: treatment
practice
5 20 Total 78 100.0
3) d@=4 ¥A A2 54 At 554 A= ?5—51219-131 T
A BHEA7E A 2o A s el 1o 524 Aol Bl A, oL, B, 39, 24l
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Table 3. Coping in difficult situations

Category Theme Sub-theme Significant statement n %
Unable to Not to cope with - Not easy to completely understand 11 20.0
cope difficult situations - Nothing to do 4 7.3
Depend on health - Ask a nurse for help 19 345
Dependency provided - Ask a doctor for help 2 3.6
Passive Depend on patients - Seek a patient for understanding 4 7.3
coping and caregivers - Ask a caregiver for help 1 1.8
Observation Watch the situation - Just watch a nurse's work 2 3.6
Avoidance Avoid patient - Avoid difficult situations in nursing assessment 1 1.8
Not . . .
Not competent - Be worried and hesitant to do nursing care 1 1.8
confidence
- Re- t tients aft t 4 3
A Make an efforts e-educate patients after study 7
cuve Competency - Try to decrease symptoms 2 3.6
coping
A iat i
Pproprla ¢ copme - Accept to patient demands 4 7.3
skill
Total 55
Table 4. Coping in easy situations
Category Theme Sub-theme Significant statement n %
- Make easy education 4 16.6
Education - Instruct a caregiver 1 4.2
- Instruct a family 1 4.2
- Apply an icebag 6 25.0
- Report to the nurse 3 12.5
Acti - Take the temperature 2 8.3
ctive Competency Take the intak d output 1 42
coping Connect the IV line ace Hie miake anc outpu ’
basi . - Take blood pressure 1 42
asie nursing care - Connect the IV line 1 4.2
- Do chest percussion 1 4.2
- Change patient's position 1 4.2
- Provide fever management 1 4.2
Support - Give emotional support 1 4.2
Total 24
(1.8%) = ST 5524 A= exke] atof 243 2) A ddo] ANE AR AT
&3 H(7.3%), S0l FHSA HHAl ZAMOA L WA deko] AHE Aol it AR 2]
SEAAUTI%), BAL] UL P w2 A W 20, SEA A, FA U, 99 Ul
(3.6%)°1 %At H=5]9ltKTable 4). = 554 I 24 o] 2
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