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<Abstract>

A Comparative Study of Elementary School Mathematics Textbooks between
Korea and Japan
- Focused on the 4th Grade -

Lee, Jae Chun?; & Kim, Seon Yud; & Kang, Hong Jaef)

This research is to provide a useful reference for the future revision of textbook by
comparative analysis with the textbook in the 4th grade of elementary school in Japan.

The results from this research is same as follows:

First, Korean curriculum is emphasizing the reasonable problem-solving ability
developed on the base of the mathematical knowledge and skill Meantime, Japanese
puts much value on the is focusing on discretion and the capability in life so that they
emphasize each person’s learning and raising the power of self-learning and thinking.
The ratio on mathematics in both company are high, but Japanese ensures much more
hours than Korean.

Second, the chapter of Korean textbook is composed of 8 units and the title of the
chapter is shown as key word, then the next objects are describes as 'Shall we do™
type. Hence, the chapter composition of Japanese textbook is different among the
chapter and the title of the chapter is described as ‘Let’s do™'. Moreover, Korean
textbook is arranged focusing on present study, however Japanese is composed with
each independent segments in the present study subject to the study contents.

Third, Japanese makes students understand the decimal as the extension of the
decimal system with measuring unit(.#, km, kg) then, learn the operation by algorithm.
In Korea, students learn fraction earlier than decimal, but, in Japan students learn
decimal earlier than fraction. For the diagram, in Korea, making angle with vertex and
side comes after the concept of angle, vertex and side is explained. Hence, in Japan,

they show side and vertex to present angle.

Keywords : textbook, unit, contents area, Korea, Japan
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