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Landscape Meanings and Communication Methods
Based on the Aesthetics of Ruins in the Poem ‘Kyungjusipiyung’
written by Seo Geojeong

Rho, Jae-Hyun

Dept. of Landscape Architecture and Urban Design, Woosuk University

ABSTRACT

The poem ‘Kyungjusipiyung(B# M-+ k)" written by Seo, Geo-jeong(1# /5 1E) describes sentiments felt for the ruined
historical and cultural landscape of Silla’s capital city, Kyungju. It differs from the existing ‘Eight Sceneries(/\ )" as it
conveys the strong metaphorical aesthetics of ruins as the episodes and figures are sung, as well as the myths and stories
related to the representative holy places of the Silla culture: Gyelim(%54K), Banwolseong(4* H 3%), Najeong(#£}), Oneung(F1.
%), Geumosan(4 % [11), the scenic beauty of deep placeness, Poseokjeong(fifi 41 5%), Mooncheon(¥t)1]), Cheomseongdae(HE 52
&), Boonhwangsa(Z5 & =F), Youngmyosa(##)<F) and Grave of the General Kim Yu-Sin(4:JH /{5 %5).

Compared with the former “Eight Sceneries” Poems, including Seo Geojeong’s ‘Kyungjusipiyung’, there is a difference
in the content of theme recitation, as well as in structure and form, especially with the deep impression of the classical
features of the meanings and acts. The sequence of theme recitation seems to be composed of more than two visual corridors
visited during trips that last longer than two days. The dominant emotions expresses in this poem, through written in the
spring, are regret and sadness such as ‘worn’, ‘broken and ruined’, ‘old and sad’, without touching on the beauty of nature
and the taste for life that is found in most of the Eight Sceneries Poems. Thus, the feelings of the reciter himself, Seo,
Geo-jeong, about the described sceneries and their symbolism are more greatly emphasized than the beauty of form. The
characteristic aspect of his experiences of ruins expressed from ‘Kyungjusipiyung’ is that the experiences were, first of
all, qualitative of the aura conveyed; that is, the quality omnipresent throughout the culture of Silla as reflected in the
twelve historical and cultural landscapes. In this poem, the cultural ruins of the invisible dimension such as the myths and
legends are described by repetition, parallelism, juxtaposition, reflection and admiration from the antiphrases, as well as
the civilized ruins of the visible dimension such as the various sceneries and features of Kyungju. This seems to be characteristic
of the methods by which Seo, Geo-jeong appreciates ’Silla’ in the poem ‘Kyungjusipiyung’. Ruins as an Aesthetic Object
imply the noble pride of Seo, Geo-jeong in identifying himself with the great nature of ruins. In ‘Kyungjusipiyung’, the
images of the ruins of Silla and Kyungju are interspersed in spite of his positive recognition of ‘the village of
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Kyungju’ based on his records. However, though the concept of ruins has a pessimistic tone connoting the road of extinction
and downfall, the aspect here seems to ambivalently contain the desire to recover and revive Kyungju through the Chosun
Dynasty as adominant influence on the earlier Chosun’s literary tide. The aesthetics of the scenery found in Seo, Geo-jeong’s
’Kyungjusipiyung’ contain the strongest of metaphor and symbolism by converting the experiences of the paradoxical ruins

into the value of reflective experiences.
Key Words: Reminiscent Poem, Cultural Landscape, Myth, Symbol & Metaphor, Paradox
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