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{Abstract>

Attitude toward the Increasing Role of Private Health
Insurance

Kihong Park, Soonman Kwon'

Graduate School of Public Health, Seoul National University

The purpose of this study was to examine the factors influencing the attitude
toward the increasing role of private health insurance(PHI). In the Korea Welfare
Panel Data 2007, a sample of 1,675 (adjusted by weight value: 1,607) respondents
on an opinion on promoting PHI was used in the study. With independent variables
including socio—demographic characteristics, health status, health—related behavior,
and opinions on welfare service, ordered—probit model was used to analyze the
attitude toward PHI. Negative opinion on the increasing role of PHI were
responded by 54.6%( n=877) of the respondents, whereas 22.2%( n=373) were
positive and 23.2%( n=357) were neutral. Old people, the better off, those with
worse self—assessed health status, and those having an experience of health
examination tend to have the positive attitude toward the increasing role of PHI.

Women, those with chronic diseases or disorders and those who do not agree that
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comprehensive welfare benefits reduce work incentive showed negative attitude
toward PHI. When comparing the needs for PHI before and after medical
utilization, ex—ante need tends to strengthen the tendency to support private
health insurance. This study will contribute to the discussion on the optimal mix of
public and private health insurance in Korea by a better recognition of attitude

toward PHI and health care system.

Key Words: Korea Welfare Panel, Private health insurance, Ordered probit model.
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AT (Mossialos et al., 2002).
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SAA (Health care system) 74533} Wiete] we} th o] #Haw|o] gith(Ettner, 1997;
King et al., 2005; Propper, 1989; Shmueli, 2001).
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®5H) ddsrE 3 HZdE 0l e SEHEE
Bl =9 SO|/BtHAS gHCH Al p-value®
FHA A7
A3 197(20.9) 211(22.4) 535(56.8) 942(58.6) 0.185
RE 91(26.1) 84(23.9) 176(30.1) 351(21.9)
2A% 69(22.1) 78(25.0) 166(53.0) 313(19.5)
PRkl
J& 246(23.4) 240(22.8) 568(53.9) 1054(65.8) 0.336
J& 111(20.1) 132(23.9) 309(56.0) 551(34.3)
HA 7ol
e 331(22.1) 356(23.8) 808(54.0) 1496(93.0) 0.123
9o 26(23.4) 17(15.4) 69(61.2) 112(7.0)
ARG
Qe 320(21.7) 333(23.3) 778(54.3) 143289.1)  0.863
J& 37(21.0) 40(22.6) 99(56.4) 175(10.9)
DA AH
Qe 188(19.0) 250(25.3) 549(55.6) 986(61.4) <0.001
g & 170(27.3) 123(19.8)  328(52.9) 621(38.6)
F
HES 256(21.6) 277(23.4) 654(55.1) 1188(73.9) 0.556
F4 101(24.1) 96(22.8) 222(53.1) 419(26.1)
=
o= 137(22.4) 163(26.8) 309(50.8) 609(37.9) 0.017
2F 221(22.1) 210(21.0) 567(56.9) 998(62.1)
A 357(22.2) 373(23.2) 877(54.6) 1607(100.0)
§: Chi—square test, ¥ n(missing value)=1 (Unit: N,%)
6) 2xjol4 T2 20l 2 SHEE
ML g ° S 2l/etie S Iy Al p-value®
e 228
SR 146(27.7) 120(22.8) 261(495) = 528(328)  <0.001
BEo|t 44(20.8) 69(32.8) 98(46.4) 211(13.1)
a2x ot 168(19.3) 183(21.1) 518(39.6) | 869(54.1)
HARS nEx’
&t Aok 126(22.4) 142(25.3) 294(52.3) 563(52.3) 0.225
nEo| 134(20.4) 152(23.2) 371(56.4) 657(41.0)
AEsT ok 95(24.8) 78(20.3) 211(54.9) 385(24.0)
A 357(22.2) 373(23.2) 877(54.6) | 1607(100.0)
§: Chi—square test, ¥": n(missing value) =3 (Unit: N,%)
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