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The Analysis of Korean Fair Trade Commission’s
Judgemental Cases of Cartels in Telecommunications
and Media Industry

Jeong—Ho Oh
Professor

(Dept. of Communication Art, Sejong University)

This study analyzed Korean Fair Trade Commission’s judgemental cases
of cartels in telecommunications and media industry and presented the follow-
ing results. First, cartels were formed frequently in multi-channel broadcasting
industry, telecommunications industry, movie industry, and newspaper
industry. In addition, price-fixing were observed in almost all subfield of
telecommunications and media industry. Second, administrative guidance fa-
cilitated more opportunities for collusion in the telecommunications industry
than in the media industry. Third, the telecommunications and media in-
dustry, similar to overall domestic industries, had a high proportion of
hard-core cartels. Fourth, the depth of judgemental case in evaluating agree-
ments among competitors was generally low, even though detail evaluations
were found in the cases of large fines. Fifth, the overall level of sanctions
was relatively low.

Key words: media industry, administrative guidance, the type of cartel,
evaluation of agreements among competitors, sanctions.
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