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The Role of the Consciousness of Time in the TV
Communication

Won Lee
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This paper aims at advancing the understanding of human communication
by reflecting the role of the consciousness of time in television communication.
As the past, the present and the future are not independent realities, but
co-exist in the human consciousness, the ‘experience’ and the ‘expectation’
are used as two essential conceptual tools which explain the mechanism of
operation of the consciousness of time. The man anticipates the future based
on the experience updated in the present, and chooses a present action and
feels an emotion according to the expectation. The consciousness of time
is extended to the symbolic instrument of time and the dominant vision
of the world in the process of the socialization. The role of the consciousness
of time in television communication is analyzed in both genres of information
and fiction based on the media characteristics of television. The information
and the fiction genres oppose to each other according to their relationships
to the reality, but it turned out that their effects of communication such
as enjoyment and novelty depends in common on the way of using the tele-
viewer’s consciousness of time.

Key words: consciousness of time, TV communication, constructivism, ex-
pectation, information, fiction
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