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Cultural Identity of Asian Community

Audience Study of Korean Historical Drama

Sunny Yoon
Professor

(Department of Journalism and Communication, Hanyang University)

This research is an attempt to investigate cultural identity at the interna-
tional level. Asia is one of the weakest communities in the world due to
discrepancies in terms of political, economic, social and cultural aspects.
Additionally, Asia has never been independent in communication flows since
imperialist history until the Korean wave emerged at the turn of this century.
The Korean wave reflects complex power embedded in postcolonial world
in addition to cultural commonality among Asian audiences. I have conducted
audience researches on Korean drama fandom in Japan and China. I adopt
Lacanian psychoanalysis in order to interpret identity issues of Asian media
audiences. Particularly, Deleuze and Guattari’s theories are useful to scrutinize
group identity of Asian community. Additionally, I refer to theories of
nationalism.

Key words: Asian Audience, Korean Media, Cultural Studies, Historical
Drama
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