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Sectoral and Spatial Policy Implications with the Exploration
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Abstract : The aim of this study is to analyze the characteristics of firms related to products for the
elderly. The data are based on statistics, questionnaire surveys and interviews with the persons
related to the industry. Firms are classified into 3 X3 matrix with the indexes of innovation
performance and network participation. The former is measured with the number of patents and
the latter is evaluated by the degree centrality of firms’ network in the industries. Combining the
previous indexes with other properties, the 9 categories are merged into 5 types: ‘High
Performance-High Centrality’ (HP-HC), ‘Network Leader-Low Technology Manufacturer’ (NL-LTM),
‘Network Leader-Distributor’ (NL-D), ‘High Performance-Network Outsider’ (HP-NO), ‘Low
Performance-Isolated’ (LP-I). Finally, sectoral and spatial policy implications are explored with the
results of analysis.
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