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The Second Demographic Transition
in Industrialized Countries

Sung-Ho Chung

The first demographic trangtion refers to the historical decline in mortdity and
fertility, as shown from the 18th Century in severa European populaions, and
continuing present in most developing countries. The end point of the firg
demographic transition(FDT) was supposed to be a stationary and stable populetion
corresponding with replacement fertility and zero population growth. In addition,
households in dl parts of the world would converge toward the nucleer and
conjugd types, composed of married couples and ther offsoring. The second
demographic trangition(SDT), on the other hand, sees no such equilibrium as the
end-point. Rether, new developments bring sub-replacement fertility, a multitude of
living arrangements other than marriage, and the disconnection between marriage
and procregtion. Populations would face declining szes if not complemented by
new migrants. Over the last decades birth rates have been on the decline in dl
countries of the world, and it is estimated that aready more than haf of he world's
population has beow replacement leve fertility. Measured in terms of the Tota
Fertility Rate (TFR), currently 34 countries have fertility levels of 1.5 or less
Smilaly, Korea has been bdow lowest-low fertility for eght consecutive years
snce 2001 and below the replacement levd for more than twenty years. In
explaining the low fertility in Korea, some researchers explain the low fertility as
revenge agangt a mae-dominaed society and inditution, while others focus the
impact of the employment ingtability. These studies share the basic ideas (spread of
individuaism, ddayed marriage and childbearing, high divorce rate etc.) of a second
demographic trangtion in order to explain the low fertility in Korea

Key Words: first demographic transition, second demographic transition,
stable population, replacement fertility, low fertility





