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<ABSTRACT>

Health Promotion Research on Community Collaboration and
Partnership Building: Current Emphases and Directions

Seunghyun Yoo

Seoul National University Graduate School of Public Health/
Seoul National University Center for Health Promotion Research

Objectives: As collaboration for community health promotion is much emphasized, the concept and process of
community collaboration for health needs to be discussed. This paper discusses varying types of collaboration and
collaboration building processes and suggests directions for enhancing community collaboration research and practice.

Methods: Leading literature on community partnership building and community health development and current
community partnership research program information were reviewed.

Results: Although the term collaboration is used interchangeably with cooperation, partnership, network, or
coalition, conceptual differences need to be acknowledged in order to develop and reinforce the processes of collaboration.
Collaboration building goes in hand with community-based participatory research and systems thinking, which should be
supported by long-term, systematic planning and evaluation research.

Conclusion: Collaboration for community health promotion needs to be defined and agreed conceptually, thus
collaboration process can be developed. Effective collaboration building will be facilitated by systematic thinking and
participatory research. Research support system should appreciate the time-intensive, process-oriented nature of
collaboration building by providing long-term research funding and emphasizing process and long-term evaluation.

Key words: Collaboration, Community partnership, Health promotion, Community health





