An Analytical Study on the Circulation of the Small-scale Elderly Care Facilities
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Abstract

Among welfare facilities for the elderly, necessity for the elderly welfare with diverse advantages is rising in the Small-
scale Elderly Care Facilities. The government is expecting great demand in the future. However, current the Facilities lack

construction plans that consider characteristics of the elderly. Accordingly,

14 case facilities located in JeollaNamdo and

Gwangju were selected to comprehensively analyze the circulation of seniors at care facilities by computing spatial depth and
visible area variables. As a result of this study, average spatial depth of bathroom, resting room, physical therapy room and
dining hall that seniors frequently get in contact with was found to be deep, but visible area appropriate for the function of
space was not available. It showed that the circulation for the elderly was deep spatially and long physically, and the spatial
rank along circulation which is perceived visually by the admitted the elderly was clear, thus, providing them abundant visual
experience supported by high openness as they move from private space to public space. The obtained visibility, however, was
observed not to be matched with the function of each space. Since the Small-scale Elderly Care Facilities require various
spaces within small surface area, actual functions of each space must be taken into consideration with hierarchical space
organization to obtain an environment that stimulates senses such as vision and hearing. In addition, since the circulation of
seniors using facilities must consider aging characteristics and delicate care on spatial depth and physical distances, in-depth
studies on planning of the circulation in care facilities are deemed necessary.
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