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Purpose: The aim of this study is to examine various national standards and to suggest problems and
improvements on KS (Korean Industrial Standards) in spectacle frames. Methods: We surveyed the latest
published KS, ISO (International Organization for Standardization), JIS (Japanese Industrial Standards), DIN
(Deutsches Institut fiir Normung) and ANSI (American National Standards Institute) standards with relating
spectacle frames. The titles that were considered in comparative study were terms and vocabulary, measuring
system and terminology, marking, requirements and test methods, formers, screw threads, and others. Results:
There were 9 different languages such as English (USA and UK), French, Russian, Japanese, Chinese, German,
Italian and Spanish for the lists of equivalent terms and vocabulary in all standards except KS and ANSI, but
gave an explanation for terms and vocabulary in only KS. Complementary terms and definitions were not existed
in annex of KS and ANSI for measuring system and terminology, but they were included in annex of standards of
the others. KS and ANSI standard for requirements and test methods differed from the ISO revision. Except JIS
and ANSI, standards of formers were almost identical. KS standard of screw threads were similar to JIS.
Standards of welded joints and nickel release did not exist in KS. Conclusions: All standards except ANSI tend
to follow ISO, especially DIN is almost entirely identical to ISO. But KS is behind the times because it has been
amended lately or established in accordance with older editions of ISO. Therefore, in order to assist quality
control and safety for spectacle frames, KS standards shall be superseded by the specifications which is identical

to ISO within a reasonable time.

Key words: spectacle frame, standard, KS, ISO, JIS, ANSI, DIN
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