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The Qualitative Evaluation of Low-Income Single Mother Families’ Poverty

Status According to the Capability Approach of Amartya Sen

AT AL AH A7)
Foa o] A e
SeB|ApS, g IetA A
g &4
Aeista obg 7kt
Faug A A
SISt 7Pg et

“ o
4 8] o

J

FJ#

>

Z al

]|

Dept. of Consumer & Family Sciences, Sungkyunkwan Univ.

Associate Professor : Lee, Seong-Lim
Dept. of Consumer Sciences, Research Institute of Human Ecology, Seoul National Univ.
: Sohn, Sang-Hee
Dept. of Child Development & Family Studies, Seoul National Univ.
: Chin, Mee-Jung
Dept. of Home Economics, Korea National Open Univ.
: Sung, Mi-Ai

Associate Professor
Associate Professor

Assistant Professor

<Abstract>

This study evaluates the poverty experiences of low-income single mothers according to the Capability Approach of Amartya
Sen. In this approach, the capability to achieve the basic functionings of life, not income itself, is the criterion of poverty.
26 single mothers were interviewed using focus-group interviews and in-depth interviews. 21 functionings on the existence
level, 18 on the relatedness level, and 15 on the growth level were found in the areas of work, health, food consumption,
clothing, housing, child rearing, and leisure. The results of this study suggest that low-income single mothers can achieve
only some of the existence level functionings with significant help from welfare services. They can scarcely achieve higher

level functionings in any of these areas.
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