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Clinical Study on a Case of Cervical Myelopathy with Additional Scolopendrae

Corpus Pharmacopuncture

Kwon ho-young, Kim jeong-hwan
Dept. of Oriental Rehabilitation Medicine, Woosuk University

Abstract

Objective -

Herbal—Acupuncture for one patient

The purpose of this study was to report a case of a treatment with Scolopendrae Corpus
suffering from the Cervical

Myelopathy. Scolopendrae Corpus

Herbal—Acupuncture has been used as a analgesics and antispasmodics in the oriental medicine and reported
to have antiinflammatory effect, sedative action and immunity enhancing activity, on one patient suffering

from the Cervical Myelopathy.
Methods :

TThe patient was treated with Scolopendrae Corpus Herbal—Acupunture, acupuncture, herbal

medication. Scolopendrae Corpus Pharmacopuncture was administered two or three times per week and we
injected 0.2~1.0 ml of Scolopendrae Corpus Pharmacopuncture to the patient's neck and both arms. The

improvement of the symptoms was evaluated by JOA score(Japanese Orthopedic Association score), Nurick
grading, VAS(Visual Analog Scale), reflex testing, Finger escape sign, Grip and Release test.

Result : After 5 weeks of treatment, the patient's JOA score, Nurick grading and VAS were improved from
12 to 16, from grade III to grade II and from 10 to 3 respectively. The movement and power of upper and

lower limbs were restored to nearly normal range.
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Table 1. Criteria for Evaluation of the Cervical
Myelopathy by the Japanese Orthopedic
Association(JOA score)

0. Impossible to eat with either chopsticks or
spoon
1. Possible to eat with spoon, but not chopsticks

Uppe.r Possible to eat with chopsticks, but
extremity .
. inadequate
function : : ;
3. Possible to eat with chopsticks, but awkward
4. Normal
0. Impossible to walk
1. Need cane or aid on flat ground
Lower 2. Need cane or aid only on stairs
extremity 3. Possible to walk without cane or aid, but
function slow
4. Normal
0. Apparent sensory loss
A. Upper extremity 1. Minimal sensory loss
Sensory 2. Normal
B. Lower extremity Same as A
C. Trunk Same as A

0. Complete retention

(1) Inadequate evacuation of
the bladder

(2) Straining

(3) Dribbling of urine
)
)

Bladder 1. Severe disturbance
function

(1) Urinary frequence

2. Mild dis . .
Mild disturbance (2) Urinary hesitance

3. Normal

T AL 1o cHet A nE

— — Ao =

Table Il. Nurick grading system for walking
disablity
Grade 0 Signs or symptoms of root involvement but
without evidence of spinal cord
Grade 1 Signs of spinal C(_)rd dlse_ase but no difficulty
in walking
Grade 2 Slight difficulty in yvalking which did not
prevent full time employment
Difficulty in walking which prevented full
Grade 3 time employment or the ability to do all
housework but which was not so severe as to
require someone else’s help to walk
Able to walk only with someone else’s help
Grade 4 or with the aid of a frame
Grade 5 Chairbound or bedridden
- o o A
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Babinsk's sign &4

Biceps reflex : ++++/++++
Triceps reflex : ++++/++++
Brachioradialis reflex : ++++/++++
Patellar tendon reflex : ++++/++++

Achilles tendon reflex : ++++/++++

3) X| Zx| Z=Z(Finger escape sign)
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4) X 24 ZHAKGrip and Release
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Hoffman sign =743

Lhermittes sign &4
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CBC : nonspecific
LFT : nonspecific

UA : nonspecific

20083 129 1¥
CBC : nonspecific
LFT : nonspecific

UA : nonspecific

1) X2 dZX{(Table IV)

Table IV. Change of Symptoms by Treatment

11718 11724 12/1  12/8 12/15 12/22
JOA score 12 13 13 14 16 16
VAS 10 8 7 6 3 3
GRT(3)) 88 1211 1513 1920 22/22 24/23
FES(sec) 17/23 30/30  40/40 - - -
Lhermitte's B B B B -
sign

GRT : Grip and Release test
FES : Finger escape sign

- Negative
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