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( Abstract )

An Observation of the Chief Complaints of Padiatric Inpatients in
the Oriental Hospital

Cheon Jin-Hong, Yu Hyun Young, Kim Ki Bong, Min Sang Yeon, Kim Jang Hyun
Department of Pediatrics, College of Oriental Medicine, Dongguk University

Objectives

The purpose of this study is to collect the statistics of pediatric problems and to develop more
effective oriental medical treatments for pediatric diseases, their clinical applicability, and chief complaints
on pediatric inpatients in oriental hospitals.

Methods
The study was composed of seventy inpatients thatwere age from O to 20, had received hospital

treatment at the pediatrics in Dongguk Bun-Dang Oriental Medicine Hospital for seven years from 1
January 2002 to 31 December 2008. The chief complaints were mainly categorized by oral examination

on their patients.

Results

1. In this study, male children were thirty one and female children were 39. Thus, sex ration of male
to female was 0.79:1.

2. In age distribution, one month to one year were three (4.3%), 1 to six years were forty two (60%),
six to ten years were fifteen (21.4%), and ten to twenty years were ten (14.3%)

3. In November, the number of inpatients was the highest (15.7%) in a year. However, there were
no significant seasonal differences.

4. In the systemic division, the respiratory diseases : 44(62.9%), the digestive diseases : 11(15.7%), the
infectious diseases : 5(7.1%), the musculoskeletal diseases : 3(4.3%), the diseases of nervous system :
3(4.3%), the gynecologic diseases : 1(1.4%), the liver and biliary disorders : 1(1.4%), and etc. : 3(4.3%).

5. The chief complaint of the inpatients is pneumonia, a common cold, respiratory complex symptoms,
rhinitis, sinusitis, bronchitis, tonsillitis, diarrhea and etc.

Conclusions

The two main causes of inpatients were respiratory diseases and digestive disease. More data of
inpatients are required for further study. Thus, the new diseases and treatment methods should be
studied as a field of oriental medical treatment.

Key words : chief complaint, pediatrics, inpatient, oriental hospital
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Table 1. The Number and Percent of Inpatients According to Gender and Age

Male Femlae Ratio Total %
Neonatal period 0 0 0 0 0
Infancy 1 2 0.50 3 4.3
Preschool period 16 26 0.62 42 60
Prepuberal period 9 6 L5 15 214
Puberty 5 5 1 10 143
Total 31 39 0.79 70 100
Table 2. The Number and Percent of Inpatients According to Month
Male Female Total %
January 2 6 8.6
February 2 4 6 8.6
March 2 2 4 5.7
April 4 6 10 14.2
May 4 1 5 7.1
June 3 4 7 10
July 3 5 8 114
August 2 1 3 43
September 3 3 6 8.6
October 1 1 2 2.9
November 5 6 11 15.7
December 0 2 2 29
Total 31 39 70 100
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Table 3. The Number and Percent of Inpatients According to Seasons

Male Fermale Total %

Spring 10 9 19 27.1

Summer 8 10 18 25.8

Autumn 10 19 27.1

Winter 10 14 20

Total 31 39 70 100
Table 4. The Number and Percent of Inpatients According to Systemic Division

Male Female Total %

Respiratory d. 19 25 44 62.9

Digestive d. 4 7 11 15.7

Infectious d. 3 2 5 7.1

Musculoskeletal d. 2 1 3 4.3

Nervous system d. 2 1 3 4.3

Gynecologic d. 0 1 1 1.4

Liver and biliary d. 0 1 1 14

etc. 1 1 2 29

Total 31 39 7078 100

Table 4—1. The Number of Systemical Division According to Days of Hospital Treatment

days 1~5 6~10 11~15 16~20 Total
Respiratory d. 26 15 0 3 44
Digestive d. 9 2 0 0 11
Infectious d. 2 1 1 1 5
Musculoskeletal d. 3 0 0 0 3
Nervous system d. 1 2 0 0 3
Gynecologic d. 1 0 0 0 1
Liver and biliary d. 1 0 0 0 1
etc. 2 0 0 0 2
Total 45 20 1 4 70
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Table 4—2. The Number of Systemical Division According to Seasons

Spring Summer Autumn Winter Total

Respiratory d. 16 6 14 8 44
Digestive d. 2 5 3 1 11
Infectious d. 0 1 0 4 5
Musculoskeletal d. 0 2 1 0 3
Nervous system d. 1 2 0 0 3
Gynecologic d. 0 0 1 0 1
Liver and biliary d. 0 0 0 1 1
etc. 0 2 0 0 2

Total 19 18 19 14 70
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Table 5. The Number and Percent of Chief Complaint According to Frequency

Chief Complaint N %
Pneumonia 16 229
Common cold 8 114
RCS 5 7.1
rhinitis 4 5.7
sinusitis 3 4.3
bronchitis 3 4.3
tonsillitis 3 4.3
diarrhea 3 4.3
Total 45 64.3

* R.CS : respiratory complex symptoms
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