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Study on the Medical Records/Clinical Case Reports of "Kenjuroku"

Jai Eun Kim, Dall Yeong Choi*

Department of Pathology, College of Oriental Medicine, Dongguk University

"Kenjurok" is a set of medical records of Todo Yoshimasu, a Japanese docotr in the eighteenth century, who
suggested that all diseases have originated from a poison, which is his own pathological term describing abnormal
states of the body. The 54 records in "Kenjurok" were analyzed in statistical respects, including gender ratio,
demographic distribution of patients, types of diseases, and herbal prescriptions used. Among 54 cases, male patients
outnumbered female, as much as four times. The patients were quite evenly distributed according to ages. In 23 cases
out of 54, abdomen palpation data were mentioned. Majority of the prescriptions used were originated from
Sanghanron(f5%:#:Treaties on Febrile Diseases)/Geumgeyoryak(4®Z#: Synopsis of Golden Chamber). In
frequency of use of prescriptions, however, showed somewhat different result, that is although Sanghan/Geumge
prescriptions were used most often, esoteric prescriptions handed down in his family also composed significant part.
The speculations derived from these statistical results are: Although Todo favored abdommen palpation to locate the
poison and to decide a prescription, the proportion of abdomen palpation was not as high as expectation. He did use
prescriptions not only in Sanghan/Geumge, but also other diverse prescriptions, rather often than not, which are
regarded unique Japanese traditional prescriptions including poisonous minerals such as mercury and arsenic.
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