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Legitimacy of government intervention in industrial technology
policy and changes in the government roles

Hyo Sung Chiang & Ji Eun Seong

ABSTRACT

This study reviews the issue of public interests of technologies
required in industrial technology policy as well as the demand for
changes in industrial technology policy as tresult of the migration from
catch-up to post catch-up innovation system. In fact, the importance
of public interests which served as the rationale for government
intervention in industrial technology policy have gradually faded, which
invited controversies over the legitimacy and effectiveness of
government intervention in promoting specific technologies of
industries. Today, the existing policy framewotk has to change to
cotrespond to the post catch-up environment which requires creative
technology development. In this context, the Korean government needs
to reduce direct support for certain companies or technologies, but
increase R&D investment in energy, environment and health and welfare

to enhance public interests of technology innovation activities.
Key Terms

Legitimacy of government intetvention, Industrial technology policy,

changes in the government roles
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