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Botulism with Clostridium botulinum type C
in waterfowl, 101 cases
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Botulism in wild waterfowl has been reported in many areas of the world. In 18 October 2008 to 22, 101
dead wild ducks were found in Anyangcheon. 24 of dead birds were spotbill (Anas poeilorhyncha), 56 were
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), 18 were green- winged teal (Anas carolinensis) and 3 were others. Clinical
sign of the sick birds were flaccid paralysis of the neck. At autopsy, most birds had no specific lesions.
Stomach is empty. In the mouse bioassay, Samples of serum and intestinal contents taken from 9 dead birds
killed all the injected mice, and their toxicity was neutralized by the antitoxin against C. botulinum type C
toxin.
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Fig. 1. Clostridium botulinum in Blood agar and TSC agar.
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Fig. 2. Carcasse and C. botunum-infected duck were found around the Anyangcheon.
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Fig. 3. Wasp-like narrowed waist appearance of the mice injected
with the serum of a diseased waterfowl.
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