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A Study on the ‘Classroom Space Metaphors’ in Classroom Research
Hee-Kyong Han*
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Abstract : Recently, there is a matter of common interests in ‘classroom’ because many pedagogues and teachers feel
urgently the understanding of educational field. This study aims to investigates classroom researches for the last twenty
years, asserts the theme ‘the spatiality of classroom’ which is important to understand diverse point of views in
classroom theories and is overlooked at the same time, and considers it in terms of ‘classroom space metaphors’.
Specially, the author reviews the recent trend in classroom researches, and names it ‘classroom theory’ in that it deals
with classroom not as a means but as an object and has undergone methodological transition. In the mean time, the
author lays great emphasis on ‘the spatiality of classroom’ which is important to expand classroom theory and is
overlooked at the same time. To approach this, the author categorizes the classroom space metaphors of existing
classroom researches into ‘classroom as a work space’ and ‘classroom as a learning space’ by drawing the concept
‘metaphor’. And then the author presents new metaphor ‘classroom as a lived space’ on the basis of the recent
classroom theory, and tries to abstract its educational significance in classroom by way of Thirdspace.

Key Words : classroom research, classroom theory, classroom space metaphor, classroom as a work space, classroom as

a learning space, classroom as a lived space, Thirdspace.
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