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The Study of Attitude of Korean Parents on Environmental Education for
Their Elementary Children

Bum-Soo Kim' - Sook-Jeong Lee’

'Konkuk University - “Sookmyung Women's University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the attitudes of Korean parents on environmental education for their
elementary children. To accomplish of this purpose, a questionnaire survey was administered to 231 (55 males, 176
females) parents from elementary school in Seoul and Gyeonggi Province, Korea. The self-reported Environmental
Education Attitude Scale was revised and adopted to measure the difference among children’s grade, gender, and
age of parents. The SPSS 12.0 program was used to analyze the data.

The major finding of this study represented that elementary parents have a great understanding about the importance
of environmental education. Through the analyses, this study found several things. 1) There were significant differences
among grade and age in the necessity of environmentai education. However, there were no gender differences in
this field. In other words, parents have strong agreement with the necessity of environmental education in childhood.
2) There were significant differences among grade in the effect of environmental education. However, there were
no gender and age differences in this area. 3) There were significant differences among grade and gender in proper
areas of environmental education according to academic years. However, there was no significant age difference in
this questionnaire. 4) There were significant differences among grade, gender, and age group in the level of environmental
education. 5) There were significant differences among grade, gender, and age in the subject for environmental education.
Further implications and limitations of this study were discussed.

Key words: environmental education, elementary students, parents’ atitudes
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