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A study on the relation between colors and tastes used mostly
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Abstract

According to former studies, people can imagine the specific taste by the specific color, not every color. Besides,
studies also say that the relation between colors and tastes is decided by personal experience and frequency about
the color of food. So the authors supposed that there is the specific color related the taste. To find the relation, we
selected 24 colors and 24 taste adjectives mainly used by people. Then, we examined taste imagined on color with
questionnaires of 20 college students who are sensitive to colors and able to use all 24 taste adjectives. Then we
analyzed the result by MDS. Finally we could find 5 definite relations between colors and tastes. The result
suggested that the number of colors which can be associated with tastes are quite limited. Also, only limited colors
can be associated with tastes and it is different by sex. This study shows not only the relation between the color
and the taste but also how closely the taste is related to other colors. This study can be used for effective food
package design, advertising and so on.
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