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Effects of social distance and mood on moral judgment

— focusing on moral dilemmas
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Abstract

Morality is one of the references when people judge the world. In two studies we addressed the impact of social
distance and mood on moral judgment. Participants judged the people who kill one person to save the many by
moral and action appropriateness. In study 1 Social distance was induced in best friends and strangers condition.
We hypothesized that judgments rely on deontology depends on social distance. Study 1 showed that same actions
in moral dilemmas are judged more severely when the people are more socially distant(strangers). But this effect of
social distant was found only judgment of moral appropriateness. Study 2 examined how mood can affect moral
judgment. There have been many work investigated the role of mood in determining the kind of cognitive
processing. Results from study 2 showed participants in positive mood condition are judged more severely. This
difference between positive and negative mood was found only judgment of action appropriateness in contrast with
study 1. These results suggested that moral judgment can be affected by social distance and mood. We also found
that these factors have selected impact on moral and action appropriateness.
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