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Loose Body in the Interphalangeal Joint of the Big Toe
Woo-han Bae, M.D., Jeong-Seok Moon, M.D., Woo-Chun Lee, M.D.
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Seoul Paik Hospital, College of Medicine, Inje University, Seoul, Korea

A 20-year-old patient who got injured on his right big toe and complained pain visited to our hospital 9 months ago.
Before the patient transferred to our hospital, plain radiographs were obtained at a private hospital and the patient
underwent conservative treatment with uncertain diagnosis. However, the symptom was not improved, and he contin-
ued to complain intra-articular pain on his interphalangeal joint of big toe during plantarflexion or dorsiflexion.

On plain radiographs of our hospital, we observed small bone fragment in his interphalangeal joint of the big toe. On
the ultrasonographic images, two loose bodies in the interphalangeal joint were found. Then, we removed the loose
bodies as surgical treatment, and the symptom was subsided completely. The purpose of this study is to report the
ultrasonographic finding of the loose bodies of interphalangeal joint of the big toe.
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Fig. 1. Anteroposterior and oblique radiograph of 1 interphalangeal joint.
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Fig. 2. (A) Ultrasonographic finding of 1* interpha- Fig. 3. Surgically removed loose body in 1* interpha-
langeal joint. langeal joint.
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