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ABSTRACT

Art of National cultural in Chinese Animation

Jin-young, Kim, Jae-woong, Kim

As an exploratory research on China’s animation, this study aims to enhance an understanding of the trends and
characteristics of China’s animation through examining its history and to forecast its future development trajectory. From
its founding to recent period, China tried to maintain Communist political system through imbuing national identity to its
people through management and supervision of media products under direct government’s leadership in combination with
ideological education. Such policy was also implemented in animation, major audience of which is children. With regard to
the introduction of the policy and its influence, five historical phases could be identified as follows. During the first phase,
from the founding of the Republic until the Cultural Revolution, national culture was introduced to China’s animation. The
second phase, which corresponds with the Cultural Revolution period, marks the decline of national culture. National
culture was reemphasized during the third phase that follows the Cultural Revolution, which led to the nomination of the
‘China school,” followed by the fourth phase, during which China’s animation suffered the second decline due to the
spread of TVs and foreign animation imports. Reintroduction of national culture on China’s animation in the context of
rapid industrialization process before and after 2000 characterizes the recent phase.

It can be expected that although there could be some change in methods and forms, China’s animation, which
introduced national culture from its inception and maintained remarkable resilience following the period of decline, will
continuously stress the its own national cultural identity.

Key Word: China’s animation, history, national culture
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