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Perceptions of Residents and Visitors of the Policy for Special

Protected Areas in Korean National Parks"

- A Case Study of the Nature Restoration Period in Chilsun Valley of Jirisan National Park -
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ABSTRACT

This study is a survey on the general perceptions of the residents and visitors regarding the Nature Restoration
Period in Chilsun Valley in Jirisan National park, and it was designed to establish systematic park management
plan for the Special Protected Areas in Korean National Parks. This survey was conducted on the residents of
five towns including Chuseong-ri, Gwangjum-dong, Uijung-ri, Uitan-ri and Uipyeong-ri, as well as visitors to
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Chilsun Valley by using convenience sampling. The result showed that those individuals or groups who

responded to the survey were all positive about preservatory effect of Nature Restoration Period in the valley;

however they also showed major perceptional differences as to the ways in which the nature restoration period

managed. They also disagreed among themselves on the assessment of the extent of damage that could be

generated due to the restoration, the appropriateness of the Nature Restoration Period as a management policy

and maintenance of the policy in the future. The appropriateness as a policy and the extent of damage due to

the Nature Restoration Period particularly showed some serious perceptional differences among five resident

groups based on the location of their towns. To minimize current conflict and achieve the goal of Nature

Restoration Period, the park management authorities need to communicate more actively with the stakeholders

of the local community and NGOs, and secure their support and cooperation by accommodating their ideas and

opinions to build a strategic partnership.

KEY WORDS: PARK MANAGEMENT, PRESERVATORY EFFECT, PARK POLICY, STAKEHOLDERS,

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
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Table 1. Size and Number of Korean National Parks' Special Protected Areas

Year Special Protected Areas in Korean National Park System
2009 Total Operation befor.e in 2907 Became operative in 2007 .
(Nature Restoration Period) (Protected Areas for Endangered Species)
No. of sites 68 35
Size Area(k) 217.885 168.74 49.145
Length(km) 41.9 324 9.5
*Source: edited from Korean National Park Service, Park Statistics, 2009
Table 2. Special Protected Areas in Korean National Park System by the Type
Criteria No. of Sites Area(k) Period of
Total 68 217,885 effectiveness
1. Plant community 38 22,956 20 years
-Endangered species 10 22,496
-Wild plants 28 460
2. Animal habitats 9 182,900 20 years
-Endangered species 7 176,130
-Wild animals 2 6,770
3. Wetlands 5 61 20 years
4. Valleys 10 269 20 years
5. Nature Restoration Areas 6 1,968 5 years
- Damaged areas 2 1,830
- Trails 4 138

Source: edited from Korean National Park Service, special protected area statistics, 2009
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Table 3. Special Protected Areas Designated in Chilsun Valley

Stage Period(9 years) Length Range
The 3rd ~ the 5th 1999. 1. 1 .~ 2005. 12. 31. 6.7km Seonnyeotang~Cheonwangbong
The 6th 2006. 1. 1. ~ 2007. 12. 31. 6.2km Biseodam~Cheonwangbong
Present 2008 ~ 6.2km Biseondam~Cheonwangbong

(partly open by reservation system)

Source: edited from Korean National Park Service, Special protected area statistics 2008,

Korean National Park Service, Park statistics 200

Table 4. Number of Visitors to Chilsun Valley

9

Rate of increase

Measuring points Jurisdiction 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 (2004~2008)
0,
Sub total - 606,013 805,333 661,947 779,490 703,687 13%
(88,392 persons)
-5%
Hadong Ssanggyesa Daeseong 292,462 270,888 223,486 248,013 266,116 (-14,266 persons)
Baengmu-dong, 60%
Hamyang Chuseong 63,674 64,955 58,328 99,839 91,670 (37,520 persons)
. Cheonghak-dong 30%
Jungsan-ri Samseong-gung, Geolim 110,758 347,559 271,528 315,800 199,279 (72,518 persons)
<)
Yupyeong Naewon, Yupyeong 139,119 121,931 108,605 115,838 146,622 6%

(-7,380 persons)

Source: edited from Korean National Park Service, Park statistics 2004-2009
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Table 5. The Number of Offenses: Illegal Social Trailing and Illegal Entrance to Chilsun Valley

Tllegal social trailing

Illegal entrance to

Year (include Chilsun Valley area) Chilsun Valley
2006 13 2

2007 60 7

2008 54

Source: edited from Korean National Park Service, Park statistics 2006 ~2008

o] Az gk By AR Sk ule W Aow  pel §EO ReIYL AQRNE AR 4AFA
FAbe] ], EWAR o g 15k nglel AL A uf$- GAI7E A GArE] o] v goF e F78HH-
e Zlog oArETh ZF AR HOFE F=Z(convenience sampling)i-4]
= o-&sto] EA 21047, Al 1157, F 32579
3. oy MEEALE ANSIGE o)F Aoyl 10250 T 182
5 28479 MEARE GREROE HSIAAL. AF
AR T BAAT AAFAMA AAo] Bl Ao Y5 Al WELH, el factor analysi),
g ol FAAESY ArAFAAA o gt Bt Q14 1t Uitk (one-way ANOVA) 59 7]H& &850 &
ofstz] fall AldFnlyt SRS dider deat Attt
(survey rescarch)S ALA|3heAch XUl HAA T Q1
A9l FARI(EAE E3), BHE, 95, ek, 9 Zn U JE
2] 57 Aol AFstal Sl Fule e shplon
AL i e s AAAS A A9, HiE, 1, }_M_ [H;g I |_—r,_§71| &.! 'E'&! 7E1J_l|'
WAE AGS PR BPAS o= shect
F AR Ao AEAE sk e 7 AEAof ZAFALALS] Ol LEAA FEO W e, mOLE
= 3540 R A dut g, AAAE AAFAd 219, A=A, AZ7|7F So7 LAste] 2AVEFTHTable
Table 6. Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
Item Residents(%) Visitors(%)
Male 69.6 51.6
Gender Female 30.4 484
18 ~ 30 49 15.2
31 ~ 40 11.8 17.5
Age 41 ~ 50 324 19.8
51 ~ 60 20.6 29.2
over 61 30.4 8.2
middle school or less 43.4 8.8
. high school 30.3 31.5
Education - versity 253 50.8
more than university 1.0 8.8
Agricuture-Forestry-Fishery industries 27.7 -
Independent business 24.8 21.0
Office worker 5.0 12.2
Oceupation Public service personnel 2.0 12.7
P Professional & technical jobs 4.0 12.2
Students 3.0 13.8
Housewives 14.9 18.2
etc. 18.8 9.9
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Table 7. Mean of Attitude for Environment and the Park Use by the Group

. 1
Environmental awareness

Environmental effort” Use of the park”

Residents Mean 4.2 3.8 3.4
S/D 0.78 0.94 1.18

Visitors Mean 3.85 3.48 2.37
S/D 0.831 0.832 1.055

1)
2)
3)

environmental awareness 1: not interested ~ 5: very interested
environmental effort 1: very passive ~ 5: very active
use of the park 1: positive preservation ~ 5: active use

Table 8. Mean of Perception of Nature Restoration Period in Chilsun Valley by the Group

Value of natural
1
resources’’

Perception of Nature The extent of damage from
Restoration Period”

Maintaining Nature

Nature Restoration Period” Restoration Period”

Residents Mean 431 2.13 3.35 1.98
S/D 0.823 1.407 1.539 1.071
Visitors Mean 3.86 3.65 2.01 3.54
S/D 0.841 1.262 1.021 -0.953

" value of natural resources 1: very law ~ 5: very high
2)

awareness of nature restoration 1: very strict restriction ~ 5: very appropriate regulation

? the extent of damage from nature restoration 1: not very much ~ 5: very much

4

maintaining nature restoration 1: strongly disagree ~ 5: strongly agree
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Table 9. Impact of Nature Restoration Period on Local Community

Types of impact Items Mean S/D
Reinvigoration of local economy 1.660 0.956

Economic impact Increase of income 1.557 0.935
Increase of jobs 1.526 0.867

Raise of property 1.670 0.987

Socio-Cultural impact Raise of crime/violence rate 1.701 0.937
Destruction of local culture 1.990 1.237

Environmental impact Betterment of natural environment 2.155 1.310
Betterment of local landscape 2.052 1.219
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Table 10. Anova for Comparison of Perception of Nature Restoration Period in Chilsun Valley by Different

Residential Areas

Item Groups Mean Duncan group F-value p
Gwangjum-dong 1.44 1
Perception of Nature Restoration Uljung-i 3:50 2
S . Uitan-ri 2.71 2 2.995 0.02%*
Period in Chilsun Valley . .
Uipyeong-ri 2.33 2
Chuseong-ri 1.91 1
kwangjum-dong 4.00 3
The extent of damage from Uijung-ri 1.25 1
Nature Restoration Period in Uitan-ri 2.19 2 10.100 0.00**
Chilsun Valley Uipyeong-ri 2.78 2
Chuseog-ri 3.90 3

D %p<0.05, **; P<0.01

& DMR-Test(Duncan multiple range test): p<.005, identify mean difference by 1>2>3
3 perception of nature restoration period 1: very strict restriction ~ 5: very appropriate regulation
? the extent of damage from nature restoration period 1: not very much ~ 5: very much
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