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A Study on the Characteristics of Environmental Design in the
Architecture of Giinther Behnisch

- focus on Munich Olympic Park -
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Abstract

The aim of this study on the Munich Olympic Park is to understand the characteristics and design techniques of the
environmental design of Giinther Behnisch’s architecture. This particular work is chosen because it represents a turning
point in his architectural life in terms of his approach to environmental design. The goal of this paper is to research
Behnisch’s design techniques in order to realiz a way to apply nature-friendly design in contemporary-architecture. In
Behnisch’s architectural works, the organic design philosophies of Hugo Hiring and Hans Scharoun are clealy echoed.
The site and natural surroundings are always important in his architecture. In terms of his environmentally-friendly
approach, Benisch’s architecture can be defined as one which espresses a harmony between architecture and the naturale-
surroundings. In terms of the structural aspect, Behnisch’s architectural forms are not imposing, but rather waiting to be
discovered naturally. In terms of spatial characteristics, Behnisch’s spaces are based on organic characteristics and have a
strong relationship between the outside and inside. In particular, the artificial architectural landscape in the Munich
Olympic Park through cable-construction connects perfectly with nature.

Keywords : Environmental Design, Situation Architecture, Organic Design, Organic Living Community, Munich Olympic Park
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