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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to explore the
knowledge of, attitude toward, and intention to use
Emergency Contraceptive Pills (ECPs) and their relation-
ships among Korean high school girls. Methods: This study
is a cross-sectional correlational survey. Data were collected
from 191 high school girls by self-report questionnaires
from December 10 to 22, 2008. Result: The mean scores of
knowledge, attitude, and intention were 4.74 (range 1 to 12),
2.60 (range 1 to 5), and 3.36 (range 1 to 5) respectively. Only
45% of participants had received education on ECPs and
most respondents (77.5%) wanted to know more about it.
Participants who had a more positive attitude toward ECPs
had a greater intention to use it. Participants who had re-
ceived education on ECPs had more knowledge than those
who had not received education. However, there were no
differences in attitude or intention between groups.
Conclusion: This study indicates that efforts should be
made to provide education on ECPs to high school girls to
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increase awareness and to minimize the misuse of ECPs.
Also, educational programs should be designed to improve
knowledge as well as promote a more positive attitude to-
ward ECPs,

Key Words : Contraception, Adolescent, Knowiedge, Altitude,
intention
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Table 2. Attitude toward using emergency contraceptive pills
Table 1. General characteristics of participants (N=191) (N=191)

Age (year) 15~18 23(12.0) 16.51+0.88 Fear of misuse 2.26-+0.83

Increase of iresponsible behavior® 2.12+0.95

Grade 5 reshman 93 (gg 2) Increase promiscuity* 2.31+1.09

S%?:% rr 59 525 % More STis/HIV due to nonuse of condoms*  2.34+0.99

Increase misuse* 2.25+1.01

3 *

Religion Christian 47 (24.6) Careless use of contraception 2.25+0.98
Catholic 25 (13.1)

(B)Uddh'St 32(16.8) Easy accessibility 3.35+0.78

ther 87 (45.5) Easy access 3.45+0.99

i i ipti S1+1.14

Sexual infercourse Yes 29 (15.2) ;’?}vea)\:sebrlziyetthout prescription 1234919 £0.96

experience No 162 (84.8) Available to all women 3.57+0.99

Ever used ECPs Yes 3(1.6)

No 188 (98.4) Health concemns 216x0.72

] Might affect on pregnancy™ 2.06+0.83

Had education No 105 (55.0) Harmful to the body* 2.18+0.89

about ECPs Yes 86 (45.0) Afraid to use due to side effects* 2.23+0.92
Want to know Yes 148 (77.5)

more about ECPs  No 43 (22.5) Total 2.60+0.60

ECPs=emergency contraceptive pills. *ltems were reverse-coded.
Table 3. Knowledge about emergency contraceptive pills (N=191)

Same ingredients as bralﬂcontra‘cept'ive pnllsw. B 39 (20.4) - 152 (79.5)
Effective when taken within 72 h after unprotected sex 99 (61.8) 92 (48.2)
Effective when taken within 120 h after unprotected sex 18 (9.4) 173 (90.6)
Effective when taken before sexual intercourse* 73(38.2) 118 (61.8)
Should not be used with a pregnancy 69 (36.1) 122 (63.9)
Effective for Sexually Transmitted Infections* 81 (42.4) 110 (57.6)
Prevent implantation 119 (62.3) 72 (37.7)
Nausea is common side effect 45 (23.6) 146 (76.4)
100% effective in preventing pregnancy* 114 (59.7) 77 (40.4)
If already pregnant, it will terminate the pregnancy* 33(17.3) 158 (82.7)
Prescription is required in Korea 108 (56.5) 33 {43.4)
More effective the sooner they are taken 108 (56.5) 83 (43.4)
Total (M=SD) 4.74+2.82

*Incorrect items.
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SET okl ik e, |4, emete] AARe Table 4
oF g, SHu Qefol] ik o) = el et FAIA 02 o5k
ABUA (r=311, p<. 001)7}F APt A 2] o= Folgt Al
BAZE Ak (r=121, p=.095).

Table 4. Correlations among variables

1. Intention to-use ECPs 1

2. Knowledge about ECPs 121

(.095)
. 311 =025
3. Attitude toward ECPs (.000) (727) 1

ECPs=emergency contraceptive pills.
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Table 5. Group differences by education on emergency contraceptive pills (N=191)

Knowledge 5.47+2.48
Attitude 2.58+0.58
Intention 3.42+1.20
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Azize—Vargas, 2007) & AEel#at obet URkRI (Sripich -
yakan & Tangmunkongvorakul, 2006)E%= 357 Yerel th
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of| &2 7] i} 1A 3857 % oF WF A= (49,8%) 7} -3E
QJoke] haf =1L QT (Bozkurt et al., 2006), &3] A4
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415295
2.61+0.61

3.300.98

ECPs=emergency contraceptive pills.
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