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A Study on Environmental Applications of Subway Line Color as Place Indicating Cues
- Focused on Subway Transfer Stations of Seoul and Hong Kong -
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Abstract Currently, subway is becoming a major part of transportation and living environment in large cities such as Seoul

or Hong Kong. As the numbers of subway lines and stations increase, visual cues indicating places are needed
for users with various destinations, and environmental colors as well as line colors can be expected as effective
informations for easy wayfinding. The purpose of this study is to understand the current color applications in
terms of creating regional differentiation and informing subway lines in the transfer stations of Seoul and Hong
Kong, by field investigation. The investigation has been proceed on 24 transfer stations from February to April,
2009 by taking photos and measuring environmental colors using Minolta spectrophotometer CM-2600d.
As a result, regional differentiation in color application appeared generally low in both Seoul and Hong Kong but
various 'hues' differing each station are used in Hong Kong, compared to limited use of 'hues' in Seoul, In terms
of 'value', the rate of Seoul appeared lightly higher than that of Hong Kong, and the use of medium high rate of
'saturation' of main and secondary colors are shown as a remarkable character of Hong Kong.
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I J9.21GY|8.81]0.72| 1.98G | 5.26 |8.67 |1.57GY| 4.51|3.16
IV |0.75GY|8.21|3.15|6.02GY|8.83 | 0.4 |8.66YR|6.95(2.13

V ]0.75GY|8.21|3.15|6.02GY|8.83| 0.4 [1.57GY|4.51|3.16

8.56 | 3.09 |2.52PB| 6.83 | 3.70 | 0.63B | 3.56 | 3.33
4.71 | 8.65 |0.45PB| 4.92 | 3.85 | 2.64R | 7.69 | 2.55
4.92|3.85|2.64R | 7.69 | 2.55 |2.37PB| 6.83 | 3.46
4.71|8.65|0.45PB| 4.92 | 3.85 | 2.64R | 7.69 | 2.55

Ofm AL o ku

4.71|8.65|0.45PB| 4.92 | 3.85 | 6.21Y | 9.05 | 0.36

| |3.18Y |8.35|1.46|4.09GY| 8.7 | 0.8 |3.21YR|4.94|6.67 3.61|6.23 |2.26PB| 3.56 | 6.03

Il | 292y |8.22|1.31| 8.18Y |9.47|0.25|3.26YR|5.19| 6.94 Ef 3.61|6.23 |2.26PB| 3.56 | 6.03 | 6.21Y | 9.05 | 0.36
IIl_J4.22YR| 7.7 |2.46 [8.20GY|3.89 | 2.82|8.20GY| 3.89 | 2.82 gl 3.61|6.23|2.26PB| 3.56 | 6.03 | 6.21Y | 9.05| 0.36
IV |4.22YR| 7.7 | 2.46|8.20GY|3.89 | 2.82|8.20GY|3.89 | 2.82 o 3.616.23 |2.26PB| 3.56 | 6.03 | 6.21Y | 9.05 | 0.36

V |4.22YR| 7.7 | 2.46|8.20GY|3.89|2.82 [8.20GY|3.89 | 2.82 3.61 | 6.23 |2.26PB| 3.56 | 6.03 - - -

> o

I |7.61BG|6.56|5.26 |0.75GY|8.21 |3.15| 1.98G | 5.26 | 8.67

Il ]7.61BG|6.56|5.260.75GY|8.21|3.15| - - - Ny
Il | 2.02Y |7.64]2.34| 3.82Y |7.61|1.17[5.57RP|5.14 [11.27 =
IV |7.61BG| 6.56 | 5.26|0.75GY|8.21|3.15| - - -

V | 3.82Y [7.61|1.17| 8.18Y |9.47|0.25|7.61BG|6.56 | 5.26

8.83|6.45| 3.14Y | 8.01 | 1.05 |0.82PB| 6.3 | 2.06
8.83|6.45| 3.14Y | 8.01 | 1.05 |0.82PB| 6.3 | 2.06
6.3 | 2.06 | 4.44Y | 8.83|6.45| 3.14Y | 8.01 | 1.05
6.3 | 2.06 | 4.44Y | 8.83 | 6.45| 3.14Y | 8.01 | 1.05

2

0:

olnrx

8.83 | 6.45| 3.14Y | 8.01 [ 1.05|0.82PB| 6.3 | 2.06
7.07| 1.4 | 2.39Y | 7.89 | 0.52 - -
7.07| 1.4 | 2.39Y | 7.89 | 0.52 - - -
7.07| 1.4 | 2.39Y | 7.89 | 0.52 - - -

| ]2.02Y |7.64|2.34| 8.18Y |9.47|0.25| 1.98G | 5.26 | 8.67

Il ]6.62YR|7.06|1.286.97YR|5.85|1.85| 8.18Y |9.47|0.25
Il J6.62YR|7.06|1.28|6.97YR|5.85[1.85]| 8.18Y |9.47|0.25

Ao ku

=
o
o
Ny
=
By

7.06|1.28|6.97YR|5.85|1.85|7.66GY|6.77 | 4.28
V |6.62YR|7.06|1.28|6.97YR|5.85(1.85|7.66GY|6.77 | 4.28

7.07| 1.4 | 2.39Y | 7.89|0.52 - - -
7.07| 1.4 | 2.39Y | 7.89 | 0.52 - - -
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