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[Abstract]

Obijectives: Practice of dental technology poses great potential risk since the manufacturing processes are complex
and involve dangerous devices and the students are asked to handle various materials in the casting and processing
process. Lacking an understanding of the overall practice process, the beginners of practice are exposed to greater
danger due to their unsafe attitudes and poor practice attitudes. This study set out to investigate the students of
dental technology for their attitudes toward safety and their practice of safe actions during practice and to provide
basic data for safety education to prevent any possible safety incidents during practice.

Methodology: The subjects include total 408 dental technology majors in their sophomore and junior year. Based
on literature study and previous studies, a structured questionnaire was made, distributed to the subjects right after
practice, and gathered on the spot. The questionnaire contained total 60 items, and data were collected from April
20 to May 25, 2006.

Results: Collected data were analyzed in frequency and X©™-test using the SPSS 12.0 version. The analysis results
show that the students believed that they could prevent safety accidents by following safety rules and guidelines as
far as safety attitudes were concerned. However, they did nothing more than paying attention to many practice
processes even though they thought they were dangerous.

Conclusion: Overall the subjects practiced proper safety actions during practice with significance differences in
their behavioral characteristics according to grade, gender and age.

The significant differences according to grade seem to derive from safety education before practice, and those
according to gender and age have more to do with individual actions and common sense according to gender and
age than education. Thus practice teachers need to develop safety education materials for each practice process and
provide systematic safety education before practice so that the students can practice safety actions.
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