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Abstract

Based upon literature survey, this research aims to analyze western children's clothing and characteristics over
centuries. It was not until the 18th century that children were given serious consideration and that fabrication of
clothing began to be designed only for children. The very first clothes which revolutionized children's wear was
‘a la matelot' in the 18th century which freed children from physical restriction, recognized gender difference, and
sailor suit became popular among all sexes and adopted as school uniform. And then children's clothing was
shortened in length and adopted tubular silhouette, which allowed greater comfort and movement. The 20th century
saw children's wear reform to be carried out after the World War Il due to invention of synthetic fiber, easy care
dress material, mass production system and sophistication of marketing methods. Further evidence of improvement
of children's social status can be found in contemporary designs: for example, ‘casualized' wear, 'character design'
which reflects children's psychology and 'family look' which is designed to be worn with mothers. This evolution
of children's clothing within western dressing support the view that children’s clothing is not a miniature of adult
wear but it reflects idiosyncrasies of the era and exerts children's dignity.
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