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Assessment of the Quality of Postherpetic Neuralgia Related Korean Internet Sites

Jae Hak Lee, M.D., Sang Kyu Park, M.D., Doo Ik Lee, M.D., Jong Kwon Jung, M.D., Hyun Kyoung Lim, M.D.,

and Young Deog Cha, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, Inha University College of Medicine, Incheon, Korea

Background: There is no assessment of internet sites that carry information on chronic pain disease, So
we assessed the quality of information about postherpetic neuralgia available on Korean internet sites,

Methods: The keywords ‘postherpetic neuralgia’,

‘herpes zoster, neuropathic pain’, ‘herpes zoster, pain’,

‘herpes zoster’ were searched in Korean on four search engines in Korea between the 1st to the 15th of May,
2009, We evaluated the outcome on two factors; the aspect of the contents which is subdivided into two
categories, the content and authorship, and the technical aspect including web design, and efficiency,
Results: A total of 26 internet sites were found, Among these sites, 6 (23%) informed by anesthesiologist,
The average score of the 26 internet sites was only 374 + 201 out of a total of 100, A mean score of the

contents was 133 =+
92 + 53 out of 20 points, the efficiency was 6.8 +

anesthesiologist and non-anesthesiologist, the contents was 18.7
+ 42 vs, 83

47 vs, 90 * 6.8, the design was 125

(P < 0.05),
Conclusions:

internet by anesthesiologists,

8.3 out of 40 points, the authorship was 100 +
4 3 out of 20 points, When comparing the score between

+ 52 and the efficiency was 6.8 =

6.7 out of 20 points, the design was

+ 74 vs 117 £ 79, the authorship was 134 +

45vs 43 £ 40

There is a need for more accurate information about postherpetic neuralgia on the Korean
(Korean J Pain 2009; 22: 141-145)
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Table 1, The Rating Criteria for Assessment Internet Sites”

Rating ltems Score

Aspect of contents

Content

Compatibility Compatibility with disease 10

Renovation Reformation 10

Communicability — Question and answer to visitor 10

Reference References 10
Authorship

Authorship Reference of speciality of author 5

Communication Available address of author 5

Manufacturer Nomination of author 5

Sponsor Sponsor of the web site 5
Technical aspect

Design

Web design Composition of text and graphic 20
Efficiency

Searching Function of searching in web site 10

Link Link to associated page 5

Site map Provision of site map 5
Total score 100

ek AAH5H), FAAGEHE sk N1Eed SH 9
B7t FEE ARG 75 E e tARl©20
e S5 g Freida, 71sAS AA7E(103),
A5, ATHEE AFTGH)eE Frtsiaict

nh S50 8t} # 9l QoA HEhat B AT of
o] F7He A HrAe v s g AT 2
I} npH 55t Age 4oz FAs H7t ol
A9 QU Aol EE Zhzf Hrtsle] g e &
el HAE AEsldoh AR Algake] Ao upe}
PrrolEQ g A4 A FFo 2po]7}h glomz A
ol wpe} mpz 52 gt Are, iz Ao 38
o} AR S e oA, oA g nlggeles By
ek SV EEHE A9 FRAFTAE v 5
o7 BRaigih 55 e Aol 2 99 A
B AZA@nE S5 it Algehe R A
£ vlasteich

OlE| Yl Abo]E 9] A HlAE Student’s T-tests o] -8
sto] ul skl ow, P value?} 0.05 UIUP°‘ w] FAA <
ul7b & Aoz Hrlelgdnh BE SAEAS SPSS
version 12.0.0.1% A}%ﬁ}a’ivk

E ot

7k ool B el Aol =i ok HAellA 137,



dlol Aol A 1571, okF Fz|o} HMoflA] 217, o]
E A4 15710] vghon o] F FEET Ao|Eg}
Ao EE Al9)shar 26710190 t) o] F Ul FEZ S
A1735rolet A2 ’3& A% AAE A kot

Y&A4 ATE 133 + 833, AL 100 + 678
o249l 92 + 533 k. AA)
H7l A5 374 + 20.1@01ME}(Tab1e 2).

BEAZAE vk 552 A5 64(23.0%), QA
99 (34.6%), 324t 6™ (23%), Bl 53] 5% (19.2%)°] %
th(Fig. 1).

5oty ATt AlF

]~/‘4 > 6.8 + 437303

she QB Aol E 6

Table 2, Mean Score of the Internet Sites
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Rating items Mean score
Content (40) 1383 + 83
Compatibility (10) 54 + 28
Renovation (10) 23 + 27
Communicability (10) 43 + 38
Reference (10) 13+ 26
Authorship (20) 100 + 67
Authorship (5) 24 £+ 18
Communication (5) 29 + 22
Manufacturer (5) 25+ 20
Sponsor (5) 22 £ 20
Design (20) 92 £ 53
Web design (20) 92 + 53
Efficiency (20) 68 £ 43
Searching (10) 17 + 28
Link (5) 06 = 1.1
Site map (5) 26 + 18
Total 374 + 201
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Fig, 1. The distributions of the 26 internet sites' information
sources was shown,
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Fig. 2, Comparison of the internet sites’ subitem mean score for
anesthesiologist and non-anesthesiologist, The score of ane-
sthesiologist’s internet sites (compatibility, renovation, communi-
cability, authorship, communication, web design, site map) are
higher than that of the non-anesthesiologist’s internet sites (*in-
dicates P < 0,05).
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Fig. 3. Comparison of the internet sites” mean score for
anesthesiologist and non-anesthesiologist. The score of anes-
thesiologist’s internet sites are higher than that of the non-
anesthesiologist’s internet sites (‘indicates £ < 0,05),
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