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= Abstract =
Overseas adoption in Korea
Jae Yoon Kim, M.D.

[epartnent of Fediatrics, Nitional Mdical Center, Seoul, Forea

In Korea, overseas adoption has been practiced for more than 50 years. Initially, overseas adoption began wth th
to provide permanent hones for Korean war orphans, including mxed—blood children. From1953 to 2007, about 16C
Korean children were placed worl dw de t hrough overseas adoption and approxi natel y 70, 000 children were adopted in
During that period, Korea developed into one of leading industrial countries in the world and the famly norr
dramatically. Since 1989, the Korean governnent has nade diverse efforts to increase donestic adoptions and to
adopted famlies through the revisions to Korea's Child Wlfare Law Fbwever, it is not enough to reduce overseas
rapidly because the Korean governnent's economc support for adopted famlies is not adequate and Korean sent
regarding adoption have not changed. Being an international adoptee is a unique experience, invol ving dissimlari
ethnicity, and culture. Qearly, it is very inportant for us to focus on placing Korean children in the best possit
Therefore, Korea nust nake di verse efforts to reduce overseas adoptions and to encourage donestic adoption. Hrst
society has to try to reduce the nunber of children vho need out—of —hone care. Second, the Korean governnent and
shoul d make an effort to increase donestic adoptions, including adoptions of disabled and older children. Finally
governnent and adoption agencies have to provide professional pre—adoption and post—adoption services for int
adoptees and adoptive parents. (Korean J Pediatr 2009; 52: 410-416)

Key Words : Overseas adoption, IDbnestic adoption, International adoptee, Pre—adoption, Post-adoption service
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Overseas adoption in Korea

Table 2. Number of Overseas Adoptions by Country : 1958-2007

Y ear 1958-1980 1981-1990 1991-2000 2001-2007 Total
USA. 34,075 44,982 16,982 11,195 107,234
F rance 3,831 6,161 870 295 11,157
Sweden 4,962 2,519 1,018 722 9,221
Denmark 4,254 3,181 921 326 8,682
Norway 2,385 2,169 1,143 553 6,250
Netherlands 2,389 1,301 304 105 4,099
Belgium 2,775 9 11 0 3,697
Australia 163 1,843 716 619 3,341
Germany 1,242 1,097 12 1 2,352
Canada 363 1,015 75 650 2,103
Switzerland 1,099 9 3 0 1,111
L uxembourg 0 134 267 144 545
Italy 380 2 0 0 382
Others 128 5 1 0 134
Total 58,046 65,329 22,323 14,610 160,308
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Table 3. Number of Overseas Adoptions by E thnicity : 1953~

1973

Year Overseas Mixed Year Overseas  Mixed
1953 4 1963 442 196
1954 8 1964 462 232
1955 59 52 1965 451 201
1956 671 618 1966 494 249
1957 486 411 1967 626 276
1958 930 623 1968 949 317
1959 741 291 1969 1,190 308
1960 638 245 1970 1,932 361
1961 660 361 1971 2,725 281
1962 254 158 1972 3,490 212
1963 442 196 1973 4,688 154
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Table 4. Family Background and Category of Overseas Adoptions : 1958-2005

-
e
—
©
o0
0

9

o
N
N
—_
ol
-

Rl
o of
i
|
=
)
o
L

HIESIAY, 19959 JF5AUS AEHX

o
e

ol
o

Wz v} oby REay
2 Z%Hoﬂ 3H A pa= )
}\

otk ot wenq
09’] o]af] 9} o‘:}ookg/] /pé_—g_ﬂo)’ :Lﬂ

b
offt

r
=
I
o
do
q o
L
o
s
Al
L e |y
O
o2 0
S o o} &
O
to ol L; = o
gy
o N
°

r E
S
o
=
>
i

rL
X

N
Lo
— 2
o2
>
jin's
tlo
p‘L
51
d
ofX
oo
p‘L
=
[
2
J-],J
o,
jins

SRR

=<4

EREE

o2
%0 off g2 e L E

e
o o -
f1 4o 1>

o
N
ro,

Y ear Abandoned Split family Unwed mother Total
1958-1960 1,675 (66.1%) 630 (24.9%) 227 ( 9.0%) 2,632
1961-1970 4,013 (55.2%) 1,958 (26.9%) 1,304 (17.9%) 7,275
1971-1980 17,260 (35.8%) 13,360 (27.7%) 17,627 (36.5%) 48,247
1981-1990 6,769 (10.4%) 11,399 (17.4%) 47,153 (72.2%) 65,321
1991-2000 225 ( 1.0%) 1,444 ( 6.5%) 20,461 (92.5%) 22,129
2001 1 1 2,434 2,436
2002 1 0 2,364 2,365
2003 2 2 2,283 2,287
2004 0 1 2,257 2,258
2005 4 28 2,069 2,101
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Overseas adoption in Korea

Disabled
100
67
84

Domestic adoption

T otal
168
4,206
15,304
15,424
11,079
5,817
7,479
8,130

Caplan©] ‘7=

%
62.7
28.4

9.5
20.1
30.8
44.6
35.7
32.0

© 1958-2005

Overseas adoption
Disabled
1,588
2,064
4,598
7,058
9,320
4,892
4,024
3,661

T otal
2,532
7,275

48,247

35,078

30,243

10,974

11,258

11,447

Table 5. Number of Adopted Children by Disability
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