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When do science lessons appeal to students?
- Secondary school students' views on the value of school science and
the appealing aspects of science lessons to students —

Doochan Park * Jinwoong Song™
Jamshin Middle School * ‘Seoul National University

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to investigate students' views on the value of school science lessons and
the aspects of science lessons that appeal to students. For the investigation, semi-structured in-depth interviews with
16 secondary school students were conducted. The results showed that about half of the participants thought that
science lessons are important, but not all students have to learn science. And they considered only intrinsic interest
and career hopes as critical elements in judging the necessity of science education for all. To appeal to students: first,
science lessons should have relevance to students' career hopes, interest, curiosity, abilities, real life, experiences, and
test scores. Second, they should acquire students' understanding. Third, they should include more experiments.
Finally, they should be related to real life, reflect students' interest and concerns, and link new things with what
students already know in terms of contexts and contents. Students thought that science lessons are not suitable for
students who don't desire to pursue a science-related career. This suggests that present science curriculum perceived
by students doesn't match well with the idea of science education for all. To overcome this problem, students need to
be included in the debate about the relevance of science curriculum.,

Key words: science lessons, students' views, appeal, relevance, science education for all
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