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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to develop a “Happiness Scale for School-aged Korean Children” (HSSKC). Participants consisted
of 2,528 children who were chosen from six places, namely: Seoul, Gyeonggi, Chungnam, Jeonnam, Gyeongnam, and Gangwon.
The province of Jeju-do was not included. The study assessed children’s perception of happiness in six areas of life. For data
analysis, the study employed the following methods: descriptive statistics, factor analysis, correlation, and Cronbach’s « . Initially,
the study used an original scale composed of 32 items, but these were later reduced to 29 through exploratory factor analysis.
The study identified six factors which influenced the happiness of school-aged children: (1) self-esteem, (2) parent-child relationship,
(3) school life, (4) after-school activities, (5) general living environment, and (6) satisfaction of needs. Validity was determined
through correlating the sub-factors. Using Cronbach’ o to measure the reliability of factors, the result ranged from .60 to 81.
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