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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Message Frame and Involvement on Optimistic Bias

Min—Young Lee* - Jae—Shin Lee**

In this study, we examined the influence of news frame and involvement on risk perception. Based
on individuals® optimistic bias in risk judgement and the third-person effect theory, we developed research
hypotheses. An experiment was conducted in which 243 undergraduate and graduate students participated.
Results indicated that societal level risk judgements were relatively invariant across experimental conditions
but personal level risk judgements were influenced by the news frame and individuals® involvement
in irradiated food. Based on the results, we provide explanations concerning when and how optimistic
bias takes place in each experimental condition.
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