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ABSTRACT

The ldeological Orientation of Minjujungbo in Busan
during the U.S. Military Government in Korea

Baek Chae*

The aim of this study is to examine the ideological orientation of Minjujungbo which was the first
and the largest newspaper in Busan during the U.S. Military Government in Korea. For this purpose
this study analyzed the personal history of the editorial staffs and the coverage of the three historical
events. The events analyzed were the supporting statement to trusteeship by Korean Communist Party
in Jan. 1946, the money counterfeit by Jungpansa in May, 1946 and the general strike in Sep. 1946.
The coverages of Minjujungho on these three events were compared with those of other newspapers which
had shown the orientation of the rightist, the neutral, and the leftist respectively. Most of the editorial
staffs had been involved the leftist movement but were not socialist to the core at that time. Most
of them were the members of Pusanilbo which was published by Japanese in late colonial period. The
coverages of Minjujungbo were analyzed to be similar to those of Seowlsinmun which was evaluated as
the neutral. But the coverage of the general strike was analyzed as leftist slightly. In conclusion it can
be said that the ideological orientation of Minjujungbo was the left-of-center.

Keywords: Minjujungbo, Media History, Busan, Local Media, Political paper, Ideological Orientation,
Jouranalist, U.S. Military Government, Content Analysis
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