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Analysis of Maternal Child Health Services in Korea
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In recent years, reductions in infant mortality have mainly been accomplished by improving the survival of
premature and low birth weight infants, however premature infants still remain at great risk. The purpose of this
study was to review the maternal child health service related to premature infants and to provide a future direction
for improving maternal child health (MCH) in Korea. We reviewed two MCH services which are directly related
to premature infants: 1) a registry and financial support program for families with a premature infant, and 2)
financial support to build neonatal intensive care umits in rural public hospitals. Suggestions are made for the
development of a national vital signs record system to identify high risk infants and to monitor the trends in infant
mortality due to prematurity. Prevention efforts and preconception care for childbearing women is also an important
strategy to reduce the rate of preterm births. Finally, we need consider long-term follow-up plans for premature
infants for a successful transit to the special education system. Developing MCH policy related to premature infants

that decreases the occurrence of premature may decrease infant mortality, and also improve maternal and child
health services.
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Figure 1. Trends of prevalence of premature birth rate
in Korea
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o} B8S 494 A A, AESLY A7 AT 7t
< % A3 AR(evidence-based policy service)2.Z Al Eo]
of & Zojt} Fancit: A7|HQl FIARIY aHE s
ujgolel Q1Y T 22 AREEAlC d¥ S9E qides
A&Ho|n AFAA w{TH FHIL FR3 7] FAA}
49 AYA ERE A & F Y AFHe] F Aol
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