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The Relationships between Mathematically Gifted Students and Regular
Students in Perfectionism and the Affective Traits

Whang, Woo Hyung
Department of Mathematics Education, Korea University 5-ka, Anam-dong, Sungbuk-ku,
Seoul 136-701, Republic of Korea
E-mail : wwhang@korea.ac.kr

Lee, Yu Na
Il-san Baekma Middle School
E-mail : marinab@hanmail.net

This study investigates the relationships of perfectionism and the affective traits(academic self-concept,
learning attitude, interest, mathematical anxiety, learning habits) in mathematics between the gifted students
and the regular students in Korean Middle Schools. The findings of this study can be used for the
understanding of the gifted students, and as data or resources for counsellors when they advise the gifted
students on enhancing study strategies and developing future courses. This study was investigated by
measuring the relationships between perfectionism and the affective traits on mathematics between two
groups. Here, the correlation analysis, t-test, and regression analysis of the SPSS for Window 12.0 Program
were applied to measure the differences of both groups. Therefore, there were no differences in
perfectionism between the gifted students and the regular students. But the self-oriented perfectionism of the
gifted students appeared higher compare with regular students. The affective traits in mathematics of the
gifted students appeared more positive compare with regular students. There were a few correlations
between the perfectionism and the affective traits in mathematics at two group all. however the
self-oriented perfectionism and the affective traits in mathematics showed to correlation. There were several
suggestions based on the results of this study. First, the results showed that professional assistance is
needed for the gifted students so that their perfectionism flows positively into developing their gifts.
Secondly, the results suggested that specialized mathematical program reflecting on the affective traits of
the gifted students in mathematics should be offered.Lastly, tthe results of this study suggested a researcher
regarding relevance with perfectionism and affective traits regarding subject shall be performed more. The
result of research shall be included to contents of training for the gifted students and their parents.
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x Key Words : Gifted, The affective trait, Perfectionism, The affective trait about mathematics
subject(academic self-concept, learning attitude, interest, mathematics anxiety, learning habit)



