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This study investigated the teaching practice of students attending a

three-year early childhood education course in K City, Gyeonggi Province,

as well as the educational environments of 72 kindergartens and child care

centers where they received field training and which were located in

Gangseo-gu, Seoul, Incheon Metropolitan City, Bucheon, and Ilsan. After

four weeks of teaching practice, those prospective teachers were surveyed

for their objective opinions and current state regarding the practice

guidance for students, teachers' working hours and wages, and female

dominance in number among early childhood educators and heads of early

childhood education institutions. Those data were collected to understand

the operations of early childhood education institutions and the current

teaching practice. According to the analysis results, the students of the

early childhood education major said the four-week teaching practice was

very helpful for them to understand the field and thus had positive

receptions of it. Most of the prospective teachers felt the heaviest burden

and experienced the biggest shortcomings in practical skills such as music,

art, and hand play during class. They also felt a partial need for male

counterparts. Those findings will help prospective teachers understand the

field further before going out on the field and the teaching bodies have

specific ideas about what kind of guidance is provided by kindergartens or

child care centers. In addition, they will hopefully serve as basic data to

form organic connections between the educational institutions and the field

to produce more talented early childhood education teachers.
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field
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