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The Exploratory Research on Disability Thinking of the Geriatric Oral
Health Care of Aged People Using Q Methodology

Young-Suk Yoon®
Department of Dental Hygiene, Dong Ju College, #15-1, Koijeong-Dong, Saha-Gu, Busan, 604-715, Korea

Abstract The aging of Korean society is coming to the fore and its speed is unprecedented. Along with the volume rise
in the population of the elderly, the rise of the elderly of means and high education stimulates the transition of our focus
from “a desire of longevity” to “successful aging”. The research objective is to classify groups by the different definitions
of disability thinking of the geriatric oral health care. We targeted 34 aged people who live in Pusan Metropolis and
analyzed the collected data and classified them into two types. The first type is the ‘blunting of taste & oral pain’ which
is identified as a group. The second type is the ‘blunting of taste & lowering quality of life’ which is identified as a
group. The common positive statements are ‘There are some experiences to feel pain on and below tongue, cheek and

upper palatine.’,

‘There are some experiences to feel unsatisfactory life’.

Key words Geriatric oral health care, Blunting of taste, Lowering quality of life, Oral pain
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Q sampling.
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Table 1. Q-sample statements
NO Q statements

1.There are some pronouncing discomforts due to teeth, gingiva
or denture.

2. There are some experiences to feel worse taste.

3. There are some experiences to feel pain on and below
tongue, cheek and upper palatine.

4. There are some eating discomforts due to pain and uncom-
fortable oral problems.

5. There are some experiences to avoid meeting other men
with shame.

. There are some experiences to feel nervous.
. There are some unsatisfactory food life.
. There are some experiences to stop meal.

Nele RN B}

. There are some experiences not to have relaxing time.

10. There are some times to be embarrassing.

11. There are some times to make angry events to other men.
12. There are some times to difficult to do the day’s work.
13. There are some experiences to feel unsatisfactory life.

14. There are some times not able to do a role psychologically,
physically and socially.
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Table 2. Factor analysis of survey sample
Factor A B Age Sex Occupation Denture Using institution
Respondent 1 76* 33 74%* F No Yes Buddhist temple
2 26 56%* 79% M No Yes Senior-citizen centre
3 36 50 76* M No Yes Senior-citizen centre
4 79* 48 65% M Commerce Yes Senior-citizen centre
5 59* 42 73%* F Business for oneself No Bowling alley
6 73%* 10 65% F No Yes Etc
7 8 84* 78* M No Yes Senior-citizen centre
8 79* 36 76* M No No Community welfare center
9 62* 17 76* F No Yes Etc
10 72% 42 86* F Agriculture Yes Senior-citizen centre
11 61* 43 82* F No No Senior-citizen centre
12 84* -6 78%* F No No Supermarket
13 86* -8 72%* F No No Supermarket
14 89* -8 71%* F No Yes Supermarket
15 -15 71 74%* F No No Senior-citizen centre
16 96* -2 72% F No Yes Supermarket
17 89* 2 75% F No Yes Buddhist temple
18 92%* 11 75% F No No Supermarket
19 89* 4 70%* M No Yes Etc
20 50 S54%* 67* M No No Etc
21 75% 20 65* F No No Etc
22 80* -6 76* M No Yes Etc
23 79%* 5 66* M Guard No Etc
24 85* 19 83* F No Yes Etc
25 57* 4 74%* F No No Church
26 83* 9 71%* F No Yes Church
27 81* 7 69* F No Yes Etc
28 44 -45 67* M No No Senior-citizen centre
29 72%* 18 66* M Guard Yes Etc
30 80* 19 69* M No Yes Park
31 -15 72%* 66* F No No Park
32 16 52% 65% F No No Senior-citizen centre
33 24 49 72%* M No No Senior-citizen centre
34 37 41 70%* M No Yes Park
Eigens 17.46 4.23
% var. 47 14

*P
**Mark less than a decimal point
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Table 3. Weight of factor and variance due to type

Eigens % var.
1 Type 17.46 47
2 Type 423 14

Table 4. Correlation of cognition type due to discomforts of
geriatric oral care

1 Type 2 Type
1 Type 1.0000
2 Type 0.2291 1.0000

Table 5. Commonly positive and negative variance due to each
type

Q statements 1St'y ]%e ZSty]ge

3. There are some experiences to feel pain 1.73 0.27
on and below tongue, cheek and upper
palatine.

13. There are some experiences to feel unsat- 0.00 1.51
isfactory life.

5. There are some experiences to avoid -0.51 -1.62
meeting other men with shame.

10. There are some times to be embarrass- -1.50 -0.70
ing..

9. There are some experiences not to have -1.62 -0.08
relaxing time.
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Table 6. Factor Q-sort values for each statement
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No. statement

Factor Arrays

N 1 2

1. There are some pronouncing discomforts due to teeth, gingiva or denture. 1 1 0

2. There are some experiences to feel worse taste. 2 2 2

3. There are some experiences to feel pain on and below tongue, cheek and upper palatine. 3 2 1

4. There are some eating discomforts due to pain and uncomfortable oral problems. 4 1 0

5. There are some experiences to avoid meeting other men with shame. 5 -1 2

6. There are some experiences to feel nervous. 6 -1

7. There are some unsatisfactory food life. 7 0 0

8. There are some experiences to stop meal. 8 0 2

9. There are some experiences not to have relaxing time. 9 2 0

10. There are some times to be embarrassing. 10 2 -1
11. There are some times to make angry events to other men. 11 -1 -1
12. There are some times to difficult to do the day’s work. 12 0 1
13. There are some experiences to feel unsatisfactory life. 13 0 1
14. There are some times not able to do a role psychologically, physically and socially. 14 -1 2

Variance = 1.571 St. Dev= 1.254
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Table 7. Distinguishing statements for factor 1

I type 2 type
Q statements SD. SD.
3.There are some experiences to feel pain on
and below tongue, cheek and upper 1.73%* 0.27
palatine.
6. There are some experiences to feel ner- 087%  -0.62
vous.
8. There are some experiences to stop meal. 0.00*  -1.40
13. "l‘"here are some experiences to feel unsatis- 0.00*  -151
factory life.
5. There are some experiences to avoid meet-
. . -0.51*  -1.62
ing other men with shame.
14. There are some times not able to do a J187¢ 151
role psychologically, physically and socially. ' )
10. There are some times to be embarrassing. -1.50 -0.70
9. There are some experiences not to have 162%  -0.08

relaxing time.
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Table 8. Normalized factor scores for factor 1

Table 10. Normalized factor scores for factor 2

S.D. S.D.
Q statements (Z-scores) Q statements (Z-scores)
2. There are some experiences to feel worse taste. 1.26 2. There are some experiences to feel worse taste. 1.63
3. There are some experiences to feel pain on 173 3. There are some experiences to feel pain on 027
and below tongue, cheek and upper palatine. ’ and below tongue, cheek and upper palatine. ’
4. There are some eating discomforts due to pain 0.87 4. There are some eating discomforts due to pain 0.10
and uncomfortable oral problems. ) and uncomfortable oral problems. ’
13. There are some experiences to feel unsatisfac- 0.00 13. There are some experiences to feel unsatisfac- 151
tory life. ) tory life. ’
5. There are some experiences to avoid meeting 2051 5. There are some experiences to avoid meeting 162
other men with shame. ) other men with shame. ’
9. There are some experiences not to have relax- 162 9. There are some experiences not to have relax- 0.08
ing time. ’ ing time. )
10. There are some times to be embarrassing. -1.50 10. There are some times to be embarrassing. -0.70
11. There are some times to make angry events to 075 11. There are some times to make angry events to 041
other men. ) other men. )
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