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Abstract

This study aims to examine the realistic self-esteem of adolescents and perception of
adolescents toward avatar in an attempt to understand basic aspects of their distinctive lifestyle
fundamentally relative to the cyber culture on the web, given that the adolescent which is
significant in forming self-esteem period plays an important role in the psychological aspect of
adolescents.

As for method of research, this study analyzed the self-esteem of users, their preference for
avatar, and the perception toward avatar, in order to understand their psychological and social
maturity. The result of study indicated that the increased self-esteem in reality among the
adolescents led to the increased preference for avatar relative to the cyber culture on the web,
which in turn increased the recognition of others’ avatars. Those findings suggest that
adolescents tend to assign self-esteem to avatar as great as themselves. Thus, it may be
important to help adolescents form their self identity from the perspective psychological
maturity, so that a sound and healthy web culture can be formed depending on the formation
and level of self-esteem among adolescents.
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