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Pore Water Pressure Characteristic of Unsaturated Weathered
Granite Soil Slopes through Rainfall Simulation
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Abstract This present study implemented a rainfall simulation system, and performed simulation and numerical
analysis according to rainfall and slope conditions using a model slope built with weathered granite soil.
Extensive analysis were conducted on the characteristics of changes in volumetric water content and pore water
pressure measured in the simulation, and compared them with the results of numerical analysis. It took longer
for the volumetric water content to reach the limit when rainfall intensity was high and the slope was steep and
shorter when rainfall intensity was low and the slope was gentle. When rainfall intensity was low and the
duration of rainfall was short, negative pore water pressure was higher and the time for restoration was shorter.
On the contrary, when rainfall intensity was high and the duration of rainfall was long, it took a longer time to
restore negative pore water pressure. In the results of rainfall simulation and numerical analysis, the distribution
of volumetric water content and pore water pressure was similar between the two. However, the volumetric
water content was different by up to 5%, and pore water pressure by up to 3kPa.

Key Words : Rainfall Simulation System, Weathered Granite Soil, Volumetric Water Content
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