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A Case Study on the Competitive System of EU Railway Transport Market
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Yong-Sang Lee - Dae Seop Moon

Abstract This paper examines the situation and tasks of competitive systems of EU transport market focusing on
railways. Recently, the EU transport market has changed radically, thanks to an increasingly competitive rail market.
The European Commission has stimulated the creation of a competitive environment that will enhance the position of
rail. Some scholars have insisted that the rail market is more monopolistic than competitive. However, the case of UK
rail privatization suggests this is not the case. Moreover, some countries have a rail market that is more competitive.
We draw on a wide range of sources including statistics and analyses of recent phenomena. These demonstrate the
emergence of competitive markets in EU rail and the difficulty of developing a competitive market. With regard to the
adoption of the competitive market, we examine three things. First, we observe recent cases and trends in competitive
markets. Second, we compare the result of competitive markets and non-competitive markets within EU nations.
Third, we demonstrate factors of formation of competitive markets and the possible expansion. We identified dif-
ferences within open market policies amongst EU nations. Although a competitive EU rail market may have some
difficulties, it will steadily begin to overcome technological differences and a lack of funds, because EU countries
have a common goal, which is to develop the railways, solving, wherever possible both environmental and energy
problems. Through this analysis, we found that the free market in EU rail will be extended to deliver efficiency and
quality service.

Keywords : Condition of rail competitiveness, Classification of rail competitiveness, Cases of rail competitiveness, Effects
of rail competitiveness, Possibility of continuing rail competitiveness
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