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Abstract

The subjects of this study were middle-aged women in their 40s~50s and older women aged 60 and
over who were living in Seoul and Kyonggi-do, Korea. Through studying the participants’ responses to the
questions regarding the attributes of image preference in terms of the levels of satisfaction and importance,
the target consumers' demand has been studied. And, they are applied to a QFD Matrix, to find out the
relationship between the attributes of product quality and the guidelines of clothing design. For this study,
clothing image preference is categorized as three types: fashionable and urbane image, elegant and formal
image, comfortable and active image. It has also been found that middle-aged and older women think the
clothing that projects fashionable and urbane image needs more improvement that those for other images.
To review demands for the clothing image preference attribute of formal suits for middle-aged and older
women, the priority of these attributes through QFD Matrix that shows the relationship between the
attributes and dress elements emphasized by designers has been examined. In reflecting clothing image
preference by consumers for their formal two-piece suits, the most important design elements related to
material in order of importance were material type, style, thickness and texture, and those related to color
were the number of colors used and coloring type.
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