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<Abstract>

This research reports on a qualitative analysis of email facilitated reflective dialogue with seven college students whose

parent dies. The study was exploratory in considering cultural values on intact family and asked the question: What do children

experience after parental death in terms of the relationships with intra and extrafamily systems? Young adult children of single

parent family expressed that they felt social pressure to practice filial piety toward their single parent. They made efforts to

fulfill the social expectation and to achieve social desirability. Social stigma from extrafamily systems affected the experiences

of the bereaved children. In terms of intrafamily system, young adult children tend to idealize their deceased parent. Single

parents depended on the young adult children, which made parent-child relationship enmeshed or conflicting. The holistic

view of the study highlights the importance of interactions between individuals and the intra and extra family systems when

understanding family loss experience of the bereaved young people.
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ANl theFet 7o S FLgti(Kubler-Ross & Kessler,
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A2 AL ire s Axdse Je 7IEHYS
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