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Social Relief Scheme for Serious Adverse Drug Reactions -

Lessons from

other countries for Korea

Sylvia Park and Su Mi Chae
Pharmaceutical Policy Research Team, Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs, Seoul, Korea

This study investigated social relief schemes for serious adverse drug reactions in foreign countries and deduced les-
sons and implications for Korea to implement the scheme. A social relief scheme for serious adverse drug reactions
provides reliefs for diseases and such health effects as disabilities or deaths that were caused by adverse reactions to
pharmaceuticals prescribed at hospitals and clinics as well as those purchased at pharmacies notwithstanding their
proper use. The US and the UK do not have specific relief schemes for adverse drug reactions but apply rules of strict
liability or negligence. New Zealand and Nordic countries provide no-fault compensation schemes for health effects or
injuries caused by medical treatments or medicinal products. Japan and Taiwan have operated the schemes since 1980
and 2000, respectively. In designing the scheme in Korea, we suggested that cases eligible for relief be confined to seri-
ous adverse reactions such as death or disability and then extended to diseases. It is desirable to encourage the report-
ing system of adverse drug reactions and quality use of medicines for the relief scheme to work efficiently.
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Table 1. Cases eligible and not eligible for relief in Japan

Category Details
- Phamaceuticals which were authorized by the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare and were administerd
Cases eligible in a medical institution and were purchased in a pharmacy
for relief - Disease, disability, death caused by proper usage

- Damage as a result of voluntary immunization

- Damage as a result of statutory immunization (a separate public relief system is available).
- When the marketing authorization holder of the pharmaceutical and/or biological product are obviously lia-

ble for the damage.
- When the pharmaceutical was used for the purpose of saving the life of the patient even though the possibil-
Cases not eligible ity of health damage was recognized.
for relief - The adverse reaction to the pharmaceutical or the infection/ other adverse health effect from a biological

product caused only minor damage to health, or the valid period for requesting relief has already expired.

- In case of improper usage of pharmaceutical or biological product.

-In case of adverse health effects caused by pharmaceuticals not designated under the relief system (only
applies to Adverse Drug Reaction Relief System)
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Table 2. Types and amounts of payments of relief benefits in Japan
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Category Purposes Amount of payment (unit; yen)
Medical expenses to compensate for actual cost of treatment borme by patient out-of-pocket payment
only outpatient
2 3 days a month 35,800(a month)
to provide for costs other than medical cost of disease treatment. < 3 days a month 33,800(a month)
. only inpatient
Medicaallowanees to provide for costs other th; dical cost of di treatment > 8 days a month 35,800(a month)
provide for costs other than me: of disease © <8 days a month 33,800(2 month)
both outpatient and inpatient
to provide for costs other than medical cost of disease treatment. ~ 35,800(a month)
first degree
Disability pension to compensate for the living costs of patients over 18 years old g&zggfgggig:ar (226,700 a month)
who suffer a certain degree of disability. 2,175,600 a year (181,300 a month)
first degree
Pension for raising for those who are responsible for raising patients under 18 years 850,800 a year (70,900 a month)
handicapped children old who suffer a certain degree of disability second degree
680,400 a year (56,700 a month)
Bereaved family pension” lf‘l(;rs lzieizzaved families to rebuild their life after their main provider 2,378,400 a year (198,200 a month)
Lump-sum benefit for for bereaved families as a gesture of sympathy after they lose a 7135.200
bereaved family member of their family who is not the main provider T
Funeral expenses for the cost involved in holding a funeral 199,000
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